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Our Global Chemicals  
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Mayer Brown has a long history of providing clients in 
the global chemicals sector with practical and 
effective legal support. Our clients range from 
emerging companies to some of the largest chemical 
companies in the world. A number of our lawyers 
have worked within companies in the chemicals 
sector either on secondment from the firm or in 
senior positions as in-house counsel. Through this 
process, our Chemical group has developed firsthand 
knowledge of key technical, operational, strategic 
and commercial aspects of the sector from the 
perspective of its many chemicals industry clients. We 
also represent a significant number of regional, 
national and global banks, investment banks and 
other investors in capital markets and structured 
finance transactions in the chemicals industry.

Our geographic reach and on-the-ground presence in 
the world’s key business and finance centres allows us 
to assist our clients in structuring and coordinating 
cross-border transactions and other transnational 
legal matters. Our in-depth experience, gained by 
working across business areas and issues with 
chemical companies and networking with leading 
industrial organizations, provides our lawyers with 
insight into legal and regulatory challenges facing the 
industry.

Mayer Brown’s Chemicals Group consists of a 
multidisciplinary team of lawyers with extensive 
industry knowledge and resources, allowing us to 
offer our clients advice on a full range of issues, 
including Corporate & Finance, Compliance and 
Dispute Resolution. 

Our Global Chemicals Industry Group
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Our Experience: From Cradle to Grave
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Representative Experience

United States

Egypt

United Kingdom

France

Argentina

Cross  Border

Brazil

Advised on the project contracts for a major petrochemicals 
complex in Egypt, advising lender group institutions on a 
series of EPC and related contracts for a Naptha Cracking 
Unit plus Polyethylene trains, based on bespoke contract 
forms and valued in excess of USD 3.5 billion.

Advising Rhodia on the sale 
of its polyurethane flame 
retardants business to Albermarle 
Corporation.

Advised on the disposal by a FTSE 
100 company of its US, Canadian 
and European polymers business.

Advised a major French 
chemical company on the 
acquisition of two Chinese 
chemical companies for 
a consideration of over 
USD300 million.

Represented PCAS and 
PCAS management, a 
French technology-oriented 
chemical group, in the 
majority-stake acquisition 
by NOVACAP.

Represent a leading international chemicals firm in an 
investigation by the US Securities and Exchange Commission of 
possible FCPA violations in Argentina, which resulted in the SEC’s 
decision not to pursue the matter. 

Mayer Brown advises a global producer of chemical products in relation  to the US and EU and 
other sanctions legislation such as the provisions targeting Iran or Russia. It advises this same 
manufacturer with regard to US, EU and EU Member State export control requirements targeting 
certain chemical products.

Advised Saudi Basic Industries Corporation Engineering Plastic Holding B.V. as buyer in its 
acquisition of General Electric’s plastic arm (“GE Plastics”) which involves more than 50 General 
Electric’s business subsidiaries in over 30 countries.  The deal was recognized as one of the “Asian-
Counsel Deals of the Year” in 2007. 

Advised AkzoNobel in the sale of the adhesives and electronic materials business of ICI to Henkel 
AG & Co. KGaA. This was a significant cross-border transaction involving the sale of assets and 
pre-sale reorganizations in over 45 jurisdictions, handled by a team of lawyers from our London, 
Germany, France, Hong Kong and the US offices. Our work on this transaction involved corporate, 
employment, pensions, real estate, environment and IP teams and the project management of local 
counsel in each jurisdiction. 

Advised Dow in the divestiture of its subsidiary 
Dopec Indústria e Comércio Ltda. in Brazil.

Food Flavorings Litigation across the US 
and in US Bankruptcy Court. For six years, 
we served as national counsel for Chemtura 
in cases involving alleged injuries caused 
by exposure to food flavorings, particularly 
diacetyl, overseeing fact development, motion 
practice and trial preparation for numerous 
cases across the United States.

Represented Syngenta AG in its $125 million 
acquisition of the DuPont Professional 
Products insecticide business, a leading 
supplier of innovative products for the 
professional turf, ornamentals and home pest 
control markets.

Represented private equity firm The Jordan 
Company, L.P. in the sale of Vantage 
Speciality Chemicals, Inc., a leading vertically-
integrated speciality chemicals manufacturer 
and distributor focused on naturally-based 
ingredients, by one of its affiliates to H.I.G. 
Capital, LLC. 

Represented Belgium-based Solvay in the $220 
million acquisition by its subsidiary company, 
Solvay Specialty Polymers USA, of the Ryton 
polyphenylene sulphide business of US-based 
Chevron Phillips Chemical Company LP.
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PRC

Vietnam

Indonesia

Japan

Taiwan

India

Brussels

Hong Kong

Represented AkzoNobel Chemicals International 
B.V. in acquisition of all equity in a group of 
PRC specialty surfactant producers, Boxing 
Oleochemicals. We handled all aspects of the 
acquisition, including advising on the transaction 
structure and the relevant legal issues, conducting 
legal due diligence, drafting and negotiating all 
PRC and HK transaction documents, and advising 
on anti-trust issues.

Advised a leading 
chemical solvent 
distributor on the 
acquisition of a 
Vietnamese company. 

Advised IFC as a direct 
lender and B-loan arranger 
on the US$800 million PAU 
ammonia plant project in 
Sulawesi (voted Asia Pacific 
Petrochemical Deal of the 
Year 2016, IJGlobal awards).

Represented Dow AgroSciences LLC in the 
sale of its thifluzamide fungicide business to 
Nissan Chemical Industries, Ltd., the Japan-
based manufacturer of chemicals.

Represented Kuraray Co., Ltd., a Japanese 
manufacturer of chemicals, fibres and other 
materials, in its $1.1 billion acquisition of 
Calgon Carbon Corporation, a provider 
of water and air purification products and 
services. 

Advised AkzoNobel Coatings 
International B.V. on the Sale and 
Purchase of Shares in Akzo Nobel 
Chang Cheng Limited in Taiwan.

Represented Dow Chemical with 
respect to a federal securities class 
action complaint alleging that Dow 
Chemical and its Directors failed 
to disclose to its shareholders 
substantial liabilities of Union 
carbide in India in connection with 
Dow Chemical’s acquisition of  
Union Carbide. 

In September 2015, the Board of Appeal of the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) annulled 
the ECHA decision on the Substance Evaluation of carbon tetrachloride, on the basis that 
requesting an extended one generation reproductive toxicity test (EOGRTS) is not necessary 
and disproportionate. Mayer Brown represented AkzoNobel, Dow, Kem One, Ineos and Solvay 
in that case. This was the first ECHA Substance Evaluation decision annulled by the BoA. A 
landmark victory for industry. 

In April 2014, we filed an action before the Board of Appeal of the European Chemicals Agency 
(ECHA) on behalf of AkzoNobel, Dow, Kem One, Ineos and Solvay seeking the annulment of the 
ECHA Decision on Substance Evaluation for carbon tetrachloride, arguing that the extended 
one generation reproductive toxicity test (EOGRTS) required by ECHA for such substance is not 
necessary and disproportionate. This is among the first cases taken to the Board of Appeal on 
Substance Evaluation.

Acted for an industrial chemical product 
manufacturer in a US$3.15 million claim for fees under 
a management agreement in HKIAC arbitration which 
is linked to a parallel arbitration in Shanghai in which 
we are working with a Shanghai law firm. The two 
arbitrations focus on a similar restraint of trade clause, 
one governed by PRC and one governed by Hong 
Kong law.

Advised SABIC Innovative Plastics Hong Kong 
Limited  on Implementation of Global Employee 
Grading and Titling System.

Germany Russia 
Represented AkzoNobel NV 
in its €142 million acquisition of 
Germany-based Schramm Holding 
AG, a specialty plastic coatings 
manufacturer listed on the Hong 
Kong stock exchange. At the same 
time, AkzoNobel acquired the 
specialty chemicals and coating 
activities of Schramm’s largest 
shareholder, Korea-based SSCP 
Co. Ltd.

Represented Russian fertilizer 
and chemical manufacturers in 
EC anti-dumping investigations 
involving potassium chloride, 
ammonium nitrate and UAN 
solutions (all of which resulted in 
favourable price undertakings), 
as well as urea, carbon black 
and silicon carbide (in which the 
investigations were terminated).

We represent Syngenta in 
the antidumping investigation 
affecting the company’s imports 
of herbicides into Russia and 
other countries of the Eurasian 
Economic Union. At stake is 
the market access to one of the 
few large global markets for 
pesticides.
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Global Chemicals Experience

Global Chemicals Experience

AFRICA

South Africa

•   Represented ICI in its £52 million acquisition of 
Dulux (Pty) Limited, the South Africa-based paint 
manufacturing company, from AECI Limited.

AMERICAS 

The United States

•   Represented private equity firm The Jordan 
Company, L.P. in the sale, by one of its affiliates, 
of Vantage Specialty Chemicals, Inc., a leading 
vertically-integrated specialty chemicals 
manufacturer and distributor focused on naturally-
based ingredients, to H.I.G. Capital, LLC.

•   Represented Kuraray Co., Ltd., a Japanese 
manufacturer of chemicals, fibers and other 
materials, in its $1.1 billion acquisition of Calgon 
Carbon Corporation, a provider of water and 
air purification products and services. Our 
association firm, Tauil & Chequer Advogados, 
advised on the Brazilian law aspects of the 
transaction.

•   Represented The Jordan Company in the 
acquisition of DuBois Chemicals, Inc., a leading 
provider of customized chemical solutions for a 
broad range of middle-market applications. Our 
association firm, Tauil & Chequer Advogados, 
advised on the Brazilian law aspects of the 
transaction.

•   Represented Drew Marine, a portfolio of The 
Jordan Company, in the $400 million sale of 
Drew Marine, Inc., Technical Solutions, a global 
leader in marine chemicals and equipment, to 
Wilhelmsen Ships Services AS.

•   Represented Houghton International Inc., a 
provider of process fluids, chemical specialties 
and technical expertise to the global primary 
metals and metalworking industries, on its 
$1.4 billion acquisition by Quaker Chemical 
Corporation from Gulf Oil Corporation Ltd., 
the India-based lubricants division of the 
international conglomerate Hinduja Group.

•   Represented Nisshin Gulf Coast, a Texas-
based  leader in  PTFE fluoropolymer lined 
products serving the chemical processing, 
semiconductor, pharmaceutical and food 
processing industries, on the sale of 80 percent 
of the company’s common stock to Japan-based 
Nippon Valqua Industries.

•   Represented Vantage Specialty Ingredients, Inc., 
a portfolio company of The Jordan Company, in 
Vantage’s acquisition of the assets of Resources 
of Nature LLC, a manufacturer and distributor of 
sustainable cosmetic ingredients, and its affiliate 
Elara Realty LLC.

•   Represented Dow Chemical in the sale of its 
global Specialty Films business, which provides 
film solutions used in medical, packaging and 
industrial markets, to Transilwrap Company, Inc.

•   Represented Albemarle in the sale of its Mineral 
Flame Retardants and Specialty Chemicals 
businesses to Huber Engineered Materials, 
a division of J.M. Huber Corporation. The 
transaction includes Albemarle’s Martinswerk 
GmbH subsidiary and manufacturing facility 
located in Bergheim, Germany and Albemarle’s 
50 percent ownership interest in MAGNIFIN 
Magnesiaprodukte GmbH, a joint-venture with 
RHI AG at Breitenau, Austria.

•   Represented Univar in its acquisition of Arrow 
Chemical, Inc., an importer and distributor of 
active pharmaceutical ingredients (API) and 
other specialty chemistries.

•   Represented Univar in its acquisition 
of Chemical Associates, Inc., a leading 
manufacturer and distributor of natural-based 
saturated and unsaturated oleochemicals.

•   Represented Dow Chemical in its $140 million 
acquisition of the aniline facility from The 
Chemours Company, a US-based chemical 
company providing titanium technologies, 
fluoroproducts and chemical solutions.
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•   Represented Dow AgroSciences in the sale of 
its Vikane and ProFume business to Douglas 
Products and Packaging Company LLC.

•   Represented Univar USA in its acquisition of 
Key Chemical, Inc., a supplier of commodity 
and specialty chemicals and one of the largest 
suppliers of hydrofluosilicic acid (fluoride) in the 
United States.

•   Represented Dow Chemical in its $860 million 
sale of AgroFresh, Inc., a post-harvest specialty 
chemical business, to Boulevard Acquisition 
Corp.

•   Represented Dow Chemical in the $184 million 
sale of its global sodium borohydride business 
to Vertellus Specialites Inc., a manufacturer and 
supplier of specialty chemical products. Our 
association firm, Tauil & Chequer Advogados, 
advised on the Brazilian law aspects of the 
transaction.

•   Represented Dow Chemical in its $1.2 
billion sale of ANGUS Chemical Company, a 
manufacturer of nitroalkane-based chemicals, 
to private equity firm Golden Gate Capital. Our 
association firm, Tauil & Chequer Advogados, 
advised on the Brazilian law aspects of the 
transaction.

•   Represented Dow Chemical in its acquisition 
of the remaining 50 percent stake in its joint 
venture, Univation Technologies, LLC, a licensor 
of polyethylene process technologyand 
manufacturer of polyethylene catalysts, from 
ExxonMobil Chemical Company, Inc.

•   Represented Belgium-based Solvay in the $220 
million acquisition by its subsidiary company, 
Solvay Specialty Polymers USA, of the Ryton 
polyphenylene sulphide business of US-based 
Chevron Phillips Chemical Company LP.

•   Represented Gulf Oil in its $1 billion acquisition 
of Houghton International Inc., a leading 
international supplier of metal finish fluids and 
industrial lubricants, from AEA Investors LP. Our 
association firm, Tauil & Chequer Advogados, 
advised on the Brazilian law aspects of the 
transaction.

•   Represented Syngenta in its $125 million 
acquisition of the DuPont Professional Products 
insecticide business, a leading supplier of 
innovative products for the professional 
turf, ornamentals and home pest control 
markets. Our association firm, Tauil & Chequer 
Advogados, advised on the Brazilian law 
aspects of the transaction.

•   Represented Mitsubishi in its acquisition of a 
stake in the Halstab division, a PVC additives 
provider, of Hammond Group, Inc.

•   Represented The Resolute Fund II, a private 
equity fund managed by The Jordan Company, 
in its acquisition of Vantage Specialty 
Chemicals, a diversified specialty chemicals 
producer focused on naturally derived 
ingredients, from H.I.G. Capital LLC.

•   Represented Dow Chemical in the formation 
of a 50/50 joint venture in Brazil with Mitsui & 
Company Limited, for the production of sugar 
cane-derived ethanol for use as a renewable 
feedstock. Our association firm, Tauil & Chequer 
Advogados, advised on the Brazilian law 
aspects of the transaction.

•   Represented The Jordan Company in its sale 
of Advanced Chemistry & Technology, Inc., 
a manufacturer of quick cure, light-weight 
polysulfide sealants for aerospace applications, 
to 3M Company.

•   Represented Syngenta Crop Protection in 
its exclusive global technology partnership 
agreement with Pasteuria Bioscience, Inc. 
for the development of bio-nematicides for 
agricultural and specialty crops.
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Global Chemicals Experience

•   Represented Nalco Company in the sale of 
its NAFLEET marine chemicals unit, which 
produces and distributes marine water 
treatment chemicals, to Norway-based 
Wilhelmsen Ships Service AS.

•   Represented Nalco Company in the $166 million 
sale of its Performance Products Group, a 
supplier of value-added specialty polymers and 
formulation additives marketed to the global 
personal care and household care industries, to 
The Lubrizol Corporation.

•   Represented Dow Chemical which, along with 
joint venture partner ExxonMobil Chemical 
Company, sold Dexco Polymers L.P., a global 
leader in SIS styrenic block copolymers, 
to synthetic rubber manufacturer TSRC 
Corporation, for $168 million.

•   Represented Dow AgroSciences in the sale of 
its Tebufenozide insecticide business to Nippon 
Soda Co., Ltd., the Japan-based manufacturer 
of agrochemical products, pharmaceuticals and 
environmental chemicals.

•   Represented Dow Chemical in the $1.63 billion 
sale of its Styron Division, a producer of plastics 
products, including polystyrene, expandable 
polystyrene, synthetic rubber, automotive 
plastics and other resins, to private equity firm 
Bain Capital Partners.

•   Represented Dow AgroSciences in the sale of 
its thifluzamide fungicide business to Nissan 
Chemical Industries, Ltd., the Japan-based 
manufacturer of chemicals.

•   Represented Dow Chemical in the sale of its 
Haltermann Products U.S. Test & Reference 
Fuels business and its Dow Haltermann Custom 
Processing business to Monument Chemicals, 
Inc.

•   Represented Dow Chemical with respect to tax 
and ERISA matters in the $1.675 billion sale by 
Rohm and Haas, a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Dow Chemical, of Morton International, Inc., 
a producer of consumer and industrial salt, to 
Germany-based K+S Aktiengesellschaft.

•   Represented Kerry Group plc and its wholly 
owned subsidiary Mastertaste Inc. in the sale 
of Manheimer Fragrances Inc, a division of 
Mastertaste, to Symrise Inc., a global supplier 
of fragrances, flavorings and raw materials and 
active ingredients for the perfume, cosmetics 
and food industries.

•   Advised Dow Chemical in its purchase from 
Dow Reichhold Specialty Latex LLC, a 50/50 
joint venture between Dow Chemical and 
Reichhold, Inc., of certain assets that Dow 
Chemical had originally contributed to Dow 
Reichhold Specialty Latex at the formation of 
this joint venture.

•   Represented Nalco Company in the $75 million 
sale of its Finishing Technologies surface 
treatment business to Rockwood Holdings Inc., 
the US-based chemical manufacturing company.

•   Advised Dow Chemical on tax matters in 
connection with its ESOP formation for the $18.1 
billion acquisition of Rohm and Haas Company, 
a specialty and performance materials company.

•   Advised Stepan Company in the sale of select 
product lines within its urethane system 
business to Bayer MaterialScience LLC.  The 
product lines that were sold are insulation 
materials used in appliances, water heaters, 
doors, roofs, picnic coolers and similar 
applications.

•   Advised Dow Chemical on its formation of a 
joint venture with Chevron Phillips Chemical 
Company LP involving assets from their 
polystyrene and styrene monomer businesses, 
to be named Americas Styrenics LLC.
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•   Represented Chemtura in the sale of its optical 
monomers business to private equity firms, 
forming Acomon AG, which produces and 
supplies optical monomers for the optical 
industry.

•   Represented Stepan Company in the sale of its 
specialty ester surfactant product line for the 
personal care market to The HallStar Company, 
formerly CPH Holding Corporation. The sale 
was for cash plus the transfer to Stepan of a 
specialty agricultural surfactant product line 
from The HallStar Company.

•   Represented Chemtura in its acquisition of all 
outstanding capital stock of Kaufman Holdings 
Corporation.

•   Represented Chemtura in the $162.5 million sale 
of its EPDM and rubber chemicals businesses 
to Lion Copolymer, LLC, an affiliate of Lion 
Chemical Capital, LLC

•   Represented Illinois Tool Works in its acquisition 
of CFC International, Inc., a manufacturer of 
transferable coatings, films, foils and laminates 
for consumer and industrial products.

•   Represented Haltermann Limited, a 
subsidiary of Dow Chemical, in its disposal 
of its Pyrethroids Products business and 
Cypermethrin IP to Belgium-based Chimac 
Agriphar SA.

•   Represented DSM Desotech, a subsidiary of 
Royal DSM NV, in the sale of its display coatings 
business in Japan, the United States, Europe 
and South Korea to JSR Corporation of Japan.

•   Represented Crompton Corporation in 
connection with its combination with Great 
Lakes Chemical Corporation. The transaction is 
valued at $1.8 billion, including approximately 
$250 million of Great Lakes net debt and 
minority interest. The combined company will 
be the third-largest publicly traded US speciality 
chemicals company and will have a market 
capitalization of nearly $3.2 billion.

•   Represented Professional Paint, Inc. in 
connection with its acquisition of substantially 
all of the assets of Jones-Blair Company, a 
regional paint company operating primarily 
in Texas. The total consideration for the deal, 
which was signed in December 2001 and 
scheduled to close in January/February 2002, is 
approximately $28 million in cash.

•   Represented Duckback Acquisition Corp., an 
indirect wholly owned subsidiary of Professional 
Paint, Inc., in its $15 million acquisition of 
substantially all of the assets of Duckback 
Products, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Katy Industries, Inc.

•   Represented Suez S.A. in the $4.35 billion 
sale of the Ondeo Nalco water treatment and 
process chemicals business to a consortium.

•   Represented Lonza, Inc. in the sale of 
its Painesville, Ohio, facility and related 
manufacturing business to Twin Rivers 
Technologies, LP.

•   Represented Etex Group S.A., a Belgium-
based, privately held manufacturer of building 
products, in the asset sale of its U.S. business 
Marley Mouldings LLC, the largest manufacturer 
of decorative mouldings and exterior millwork 
made from PVC and polystyrene, to Royal 
Group Technologies Limited, a publicly-traded 
Canadian manufacturer of plastic building 
and consumer products. The deal closed on 
December 10, 2001.

•   Represented Professional Paint, Inc., a portfolio 
company of The Jordan Company, in connection 
with its acquisition of substantially all of the 
assets of The Sophir Company, a regional paint 
company operating primarily in Nebraska, 
Colorado and Kansas. The total consideration 
for the deal, which closed in November 2001, 
was approximately $3 million in cash.
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•   Represented ONDEO Nalco Company in its 
buyout of its partner in Nalco/Exxon Energy 
Chemicals, L.P., ExxonMobil Chemical Company.

•   Represented Lonza Inc. in connection with its 
divestiture of its polyols business and related 
assets to SPI Holdings Company.

•   Represented affiliates of The Jordan Company 
in the acquisition of the operating subsidiaries 
of Williams PLC constituting its paint business.

•   Acted as English counsel for a leading global 
financial institution, as administrative agent, 
collateral agent, documentation agent and 
lender, in a $270 million cross-border asset 
based revolving credit facility with Momentive 
Performance Materials.

•   Represented a leading global financial 
institution, as lender and agent, in a $400 
million asset-based revolving credit facility.

•   Represented Bank of Nova Scotia, as 
administrative agent, in the US portion of a 
$300 million cross-border secured credit facility 
for Woodbridge Foam Corporation, which 
develops and produces polyurethane and 
expanded polypropylene products.

•   Represented Merrill Lynch Capital Corporation, 
as an arranger, in connection with the debtor-
in-possession financing for Lyondell Chemical 
Company, the US division of LyondellBasell 
Industries. The financing is comprised of a $1.5 
billion ABL facility and a $6.5 billion term facility 
consisting of $3.25 billion of new money and 
$3.25 billion of rolled-up prepetition senior 
debt.

•   Represented global chemical company in a 
hardware purchase agreement and software 
license agreement for SAP platform.

•   Represented a leading chemicals company 
in obtaining hosting, development and 
maintenance services for its SAP ERP system.

•   Advised a multinational chemicals company on 
all aspects of operation of their Employee Stock 
Ownership Plan, involving a broad spectrum of 
issues.

•   Represented Kayne Senior Credit III Loanco, 
LLC, as administrative agent, in connection 
witha $53 million credit facility for Hasa, Inc., as 
borrower, which was comprised of a term loan 
and a revolver.

•   Represented Nestlé Health Science in a 
licensing and collaboration transaction with 
Codexis, Inc. pursuant to which Nestlé Health 
Science will have the option to obtain exclusive 
worldwide rights to certain proprietary enzymes 
for the management of phenylketonuria and 
other uses. The firm also represented Nestlé 
Health Science in its concurrent Strategic 
Collaboration Agreement with Codexis pursuant 
to which Codexis will endeavor to discover 
therapeutic enzymes useful in treating other 
conditions, including pancreatic enzyme 
insufficiency.

•   Represented Borchers Americas, Inc., a portfolio 
company of private equity firm The Jordan 
Company, in the acquisition of Owensboro 
Specialty Polymers, Inc., a North American 
market leader in the production of a specialty 
polymer barrier coating used in the flexible 
packaging, metal coatings, and oil & gas 
markets.

Argentina

•   Represented a leading international chemicals 
firm in an investigation by the US Securities 
and Exchange Commission of possible FCPA 
violations in Argentina, which resulted in the 
SEC’s decision not to pursue the matter.
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Brazil

•   Represented Braskem, as borrower, in a $200 
million loan to finance upgrading an existing 
facility and building a new facility in Brazil 
with an annual production of 200,000 tons 
in high density polythylene and low density 
polyethylene from bioethenol derived from 
sugarcane non-grain feedstock. Sumitomo 
Mitsui Banking Corporation and Credit Agricole 
Corporate and Investment Bank (Tokyo branch) 
acted as agent/arrangers.

•   Represented The Bank of New York Mellon 
in the restructuring of certain of the debt of 
the borrower, Unialco S.A. Alcool e Acucar, 
including debt incurred under certain export 
prepayment agreements.

•   Represented Braskem S.A., as seller, with 
respect to an $80 million export receivables 
purchase facility in which Deutsche Bank AG, 
NY Branch was the purchaser. The facility had 
a one-year term and was divided into three 
tranches of both insurance and letter of credit-
backed receivables.

•   Advise Newpark Drilling Fluids Do Brasil Ltda. 
on important and strategic labor lawsuits filed 
against the organisation and provide regular 
advice and legal opinions across a wide range of 
matters related to labor and social security law.

•   Advise Canexus Química Brasil Ltda. on 
important and strategic labor lawsuits filed 
against the organisation, and continue to assist 
on the negotiation of collective bargaining 
agreements with the Employees’ Union. We also 
provide regular advice and legal opinions across 
a wide range of matters related to labor and 
social security law.

•   Advised Dow in the divestiture of its subsidiary 
Dopec Indústria e Comércio Ltda. in Brazil.

Canada

•   Represented BHP Billiton, as co-counsel for 
US litigation, in its $38.6 billion bid to acquire 
Potash Corporation of Saskatchewan Inc., 
a leading integrated fertilizer and related 
industrial and feed products company and the 
largest producer of potash worldwide.

•   Represented General Paint Corp. in its $7.6 
million acquisition of substantially all of the 
assets of Ideal Paints, Ideal Coatings Ltd. And 
Ideal Coatings (London) Ltd.

•   Represented Professional Paints, Inc. in its $7.6 
million cash purchase of Ideal Paints Ltd., a 
Canadian paint distributor, in a transaction that 
closed in April.

Mexico

•   Represented a multinational finance company, 
as Administrative Agent, Arranger and Borrower 
in an $80 million secured bridge loan to Cydsa, 
S.A.B. de C.V., a Mexican chemical, plastic and 
textile manufacturer, and guaranteed by several 
of its subsidiaries. The collateral for this loan 
included rights in a project contract with Pemex 
to store liquefied gas in salt caverns.

•   Represented The Bank of Nova Scotia, as 
administrative agent and arranger, with respect 
to a $190 million unsecured loan to Grupo Idesa 
as borrower, guaranteed by its subsidiaries.

•   Represented BBVA BANCOMER, S.A., as agent 
in obtaining a security interest over all assets 
and equity interests of certain US subsidiaries of 
Comex.
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ASIA AND THE MIDDLE EAST

China

•   Manage a China-wide dawn raids response 
network for a global chemicals, paints and 
coatings company, where we partner with law 
firms with competition law capability across 
China who we have trained to deal with dawn 
raids. We liaise with these law firms regularly to 
ensure the relevant individuals remain ready and 
responsive.

•   Represented AkzoNobel in its acquisition of 
Boxing Oleochemicals, a leading producer 
of specialty surfactants, nitrile amines and 
derivatives in China.

Egypt

•   Advised on the project contracts for a major 
petrochemicals complex in Egypt, advising 
lender group institutions on a series of EPC and 
related contracts for a Naptha Cracking Unit 
plus Polyethylene trains, based on bespoke 
contract forms and valued in excess of USD 3.5 
billion. 

Hong Kong

•   Acted for an industrial chemical product 
manufacturer in a US$3.15 million claim for 
fees under a management agreement in 
HKIAC arbitration which is linked to a parallel 
arbitration in Shanghai in which we are working 
with a Shanghai law firm. The two arbitrations 
focus on a similar restraint of trade clause, one 
governed by PRC and one governed by Hong 
Kong law.

•   Advised SABIC Innovative Plastics Hong Kong 
Limited on Implementation of Global Employee 
Grading and Titling System.

India

•   Represented Dow Chemical with respect to a 
federal securities class action complaint alleging 
that Dow Chemical and its Directors failed to 
disclose to its shareholders substantial liabilities 
of Union carbide in India in connection with 
Dow Chemical’s acquisition of Union Carbide.

Indonesia

•   Advised IFC as a direct lender and B-loan 
arranger on the US$800 million PAU ammonia 
plant project in Sulawesi (voted Asia Pacific 
Petrochemical Deal of the Year 2015, Project 
Finance International).

•   Represented Cargill, Inc., as anti-trust 
counsel responsible for coordinating merger 
control filings outside of Indonesia, in its 
IDR 2,720 billion acquisition of a majority 
stake in Indonesia-based PT Sorini Agro Asia 
Corporindo Tbk, a global leading producer and 
supplier of sorbitol and other starch and starch 
derivative products.

Israel

•   Represented Albemarle, as antitrust counsel, 
in the formation of a joint venture with Israel 
Chemicals Ltd. (ICL) for the production of 
ICL’s FR-122P polymeric flame retardant and 
Albemarle’s GreenCrest™ polymeric flame 
retardant. The joint venture and its partners 
will own and operate a 2,400 MT per year 
Netherlands plant, which is currently operating, 
and a 10,000 MT per year Israel plant, 
scheduled to come on line in the 4th quarter of 
2014.
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Japan

•   Represented Dow Chemical in the formation of 
a joint venture to manufacture electrolytes for 
lithium-ion batteries with Ube Industries Ltd., a 
Japan-based chemicals company.

•   Represented Dow AgroSciences LLC in the sale 
of its thifluzamide fungicide business to Nissan 
Chemical Industries, Ltd., the Japan-based 
manufacturer of chemicals.

•   Represented Kuraray Co., Ltd., a Japanese 
manufacturer of chemicals, fibres and other 
materials, in its $1.1 billion acquisition of Calgon 
Carbon Corporation, a provider of water and air 
purification products and services.

Malaysia

•   Represented Dow Chemical, as tax counsel, 
in the sale by Union Carbide Corporation, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Dow Chemical, of 
its stake in the OPTIMAL Group Companies to 
joint venture partner Petroliam Nasional Bhd. 
(PETRONAS) for $660 million.

Taiwan

•   Advised AkzoNobel Coatings International B.V. 
on the Sale and Purchase of Shares in Akzo 
Nobel Chang Cheng Limited in Taiwan.

Vietnam

•   Advised a leading chemical solvent distributor 
on the acquisition of a Vietnamese company. 

Saudi Arabia

•   Represented Saudi Basic Industries Corporation 
(SABIC), a global leader in diversified chemicals, 
in its divestment of its Polymershapes 
distribution business to US-based Blackfriars 
Corp., a privately-held investment company.

South Korea

•   Represented AkzoNobel in its acquisition of 
the specialty chemicals and coating activities of 
Korea-based chemicals producer SSCP Co. Ltd.

Belgium

•   In April 2014, we filed an action before the Board 
of Appeal of the European Chemicals Agency 
(ECHA) on behalf of AkzoNobel, Dow, Kem One, 
Ineos and Solvay seeking the annulment of the 
ECHA Decision on Substance Evaluation for 
carbon tetrachloride, arguing that the extended 
one generation reproductive toxicity test 
(EOGRTS) required by ECHA for such substance 
is not necessary and disproportionate. This is 
among the first cases taken to the Board of 
Appeal on Substance Evaluation. In November 
2013, we filed an action under Article 263 
TFEU on behalf of BASF seeking the annulment 
of the European Commission Implementing 
Regulation (EU) No 781/2013 of 14 August 2013, 
as regards the conditions of approval of the 
active substance fipronil, and prohibiting the use 
and sale of seeds treated with plant protection 
products containing this active substance. 
The Commission Regulation was motivated by 
alleged concerns that fipronil treated seeds may 
have an impact on bee health.

France

•   Represented PCAS and PCAS management, a 
French technology-oriented chemical group, 
in the €257 majority-stake acquisition by 
NOVACAP, a global player in the pharmaceutical 
and chemical industries that manufactures 
and distributes products used in everyday 
applications.

•   Represented LBO France in the sale of Chryso 
S.A.S, a diversified chemicals company that 
designs and manufactures admixtures and 
additives for concrete, cement and gypsum, to 
private equity company Cinven Limited.

•   Represented Chequers Capital, Abenex Capital 
and Omnes Capital in the sale of Groupe Salins, 
a leading France-based producer of salt, to 
Finachef SARL, a holding company of Hubert 
François, and Oxylis.

EUROPE
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•   Represented Groupe IDI in its sale of Emeraude 
International SAS, a France-based company 
engaged in distribution of plastic raw material 
and chemical products, to a newly incorporated 
company controlled by Emeraude management, 
with ActoMezz and BPI as minority shareholders.

•   Represented Groupe IDI, as the lead private 
equity firm, in the €60 million buyout of 
Emeraude International SAS, a polymer and 
chemicals distributor focusing on emerging 
markets, from CM-CIC LBO Partners SAS.

•   Advised the French corporate group, Matéris, 
on the tax structuring and tax modeling in 
connection with the acquisition of Arcol, a 
manufacturer of paints.

•   Advised Rhodia on the sale of its European 
Specialty Phosphates business to Thermphos 
International BV.

•   Advised Rhodia on the €72 million sale of 
its polyurethane flame retardant business to 
Albemarle Corporation.

•   Advised a chemicals manufacturer on the 
implementation of a collective redundancy in 
France.

•   Advised a chemicals manufacturer in dispute 
with the social security fund.

Germany

•   Advised a chemical company regarding the 
integration of a metals specialist company into 
the organisation, involving multiple jurisdictions.

•   Represented The Jordan Company in the 
acquisition of Vectra Co.’s Borchers business, a 
leading technology-driven diversified industrial 
company.

•   Represented AkzoNobel in its €142 million 
acquisition of Germany-based Schramm Holding 
AG, a specialty plastic coatings manufacturer 
listed on the Hong Kong stock exchange, from 
Korea-based SSCP Co. Ltd.

•   Acted for Cargill in its acquisition of Degussa 
Food Ingredients, a division of Degussa AG, 
a German chemicals company and Europe’s 
largest producer of lecithin.

•   Represented The Dow Chemical Company in its 
agreement to acquire the acrylates business of 
Celanese AG.

Netherlands

•   Represented The Jordan Company in its 
acquisition of Drew Marine Global Holdings 
Coöperatie U.A., ACR Holdings LLC and 
their respective subsidiaries. Drew Marine is 
an independent manufacturer and provider 
of advanced performance chemicals and 
safety solutions to the international maritime 
and offshore market sectors in more than 50 
countries.

Russia

•   Represented Dow AgroSciences, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of The Dow Chemical 
Company, in connection with an exclusive 
supply and distribution agreement with 
Syngenta. Syngenta will assume responsibility 
for the supply and distribution of Dow 
AgroSciences’ crop protection products in 12 
countries in the Commonwealth of Independent 
States region.

Turkey

•   Represented the National Starch & Chemical 
Division of ICI in a joint venture with Organik 
Holding A.S. to manufacture and distribute 
industrial adhesives in Turkey.



Global Chemicals Experience

United Kingdom

•   Advising Rhodia on the sale of its polyurethane 
flame retardants business to Albermarle 
Corporation. 

•   Represented Dow Chemical in its disposal of 
Chemoxy International Ltd, a leading European 
provider of custom chemicals manufacturing, to 
Chemoxy’s management.

•   Represented Unilever Ventures in its disposal 
of its stake in Rahu Catalytics Ltd., a developer 
of environmentally friendly chemicals for 
various markets, to OM Group Inc., a US-based 
specialty chemicals company.

•   Advised Chemtura in its acquisition of 46.5 
percent of the stock of Baxenden Chemicals Ltd. 
from Croda International plc, thereby increasing 
Chemtura’s ownership to 100 percent.

•   Represented ICI on the £370 million 
sale of its business, Uniqema Limited, a 
global manufacturer and supplier of base 
oleochemicals and specialities used as 
additives in consumer care markets, to Croda 
International Plc.

•   Represented ICI plc in the sale of three of 
its commodity chemical businesses, Chlor-
Chemicals, Klea and Crosfield to Ineos Group.

•   Advised ICI India on the sale of its catalyst 
business, Synetix, to Johnson Matthey Plc for 
£260 million
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Our Practice Areas

1. CORPORATE & FINANCE

Corporate M&A & Commercial

We have represented domestic and multinational 
clients in all forms of transactions, including 
mergers and acquisitions, divestitures/disposals, 
contested transactions, management and other 
buyouts, recapitalizations, reorganizations, tender 
offers and joint ventures. Our chemicals team has 
extensive experience in assisting with all aspects of 
transactions, including site separation mechanics, 
shared facility agreements, business, site and other 
service agreements, lease agreements, toll and 
contract manufacturing agreements, supply 
agreements, power arrangements and IP 
agreements. 

Capital Markets

Lawyers from the Firm’s capital markets practice 
provide legal knowledge, market experience and 
international insight with the financial products 
central to financial institutions. We work with most 
of the Fortune 100 companies, most leading global 
banks, and many of the world’s largest broker-
dealers, asset managers and insurance companies. 
Our experience in the chemicals industry allows us 
to quickly and seamlessly provide the proper 
context for the regulatory, disclosure and other 
commercial issues that arise during the course of a 
capital markets transaction. 

Project Finance

The Firm’s award-winning Projects group is 
regularly involved in some of the largest and most 
innovative projects across the globe. Our 
experience ranges across sectors and hemispheres, 
including countries in Europe, Asia and the Middle 
East. The depth and quality of our domestic and 
international teams bring together skills in risk 
assessment, project appraisal and project 
documentation, including concession agreements, 
project development agreements, partnership and 
joint venture agreements, acquisition agreements, 
management agreements and sub-contracting 
arrangements for a diverse group of clients, 
including developers, sponsors, investors, 
contractors, operators, commercial and investment 
banks, and governments and public agencies.
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2. COMPLIANCE

Risk Management, Investigations and Compliance

Our experience allows us to identify weaknesses in 
internal controls and business activities that could 
present risks of enforcement actions. Our lawyers 
help companies evaluate and enhance their best 
compliance practices and develop appropriate 
procedures and policies in response to the 
changed regulatory landscape, including the 
Sarbanes-Oxley Act and Regulation FD, the Foreign 
Corrupt Practices Act, and the increasingly 
aggressive enforcement efforts of prosecutors and 
regulators across the globe. Using our insight into 
how prosecutors apply criminal law to alleged 
business crimes, we work with clients to undertake 
compliance audits and draft, implement and 
monitor compliance plans.

Antitrust & Competition 

Mayer Brown’s Antitrust & Competition practice 
works with clients on a broad variety of issues as 
they apply to the chemical industry, including 
mergers and acquisitions, internal investigations 
and government proceedings, including criminal 
investigations and enforcement proceedings, and 
civil litigation related to price fixing, allocation of 
markets, monopolization and other abuse of 
dominance charges. We are experienced in 
representing clients in the chemical industry in 
matters involving the US Department of Justice, the 
Federal Trade Commission, the European 
Commission and various national competition 
authorities, and in private damages actions brought 
by civil plaintiffs around the world. 

Environment 

We have experienced and accomplished teams of 
lawyers who “first chair” litigation matters and 
advise on transactional and regulatory matters 
related to environmental concerns. In transactional 
matters, we identify, evaluate and manage 
environmental risks in multi-jurisdictional corporate, 

real estate and finance transactions. We take an 
appropriate, consistent and cost-effective approach 
to managing the due diligence/disclosure process 
with the aim of delivering practical, commercially 
effective solutions. In regulatory matters, including 
the REACH legislation and global climate change 
issues, we have experience in all relevant 
jurisdictions. Lawyers in the group participated in 
the Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(FCCC) and the Kyoto Protocol negotiating process 
and are now involved in developing a post-Kyoto 
agreement architecture. At the same time, we have 
a thorough understanding of the broader 
regulatory context in which our clients operate.

Product Regulatory/REACH

We help our chemicals clients comply with and 
manage complex regulatory requirements, such as 
the REACH and CLP Regulations adopted in the 
European Union and corresponding legislation in 
adopted or in development pursuant to the Global 
Harmonized System (GHS) or based on the EU 
REACH model (e.g. K-REACH, KKDIK). We also 
draw upon our litigation experience to assist 
companies in evaluating potential product and 
commercial liability risks in formal and informal due 
diligence for transactions in all forms, including 
risks of existing or emerging toxic torts, product 
liability and commercial disputes.

Government & Global Trade

Mayer Brown’s Government and Global Trade 
practices have earned international recognition for 
using sophisticated political experience and 
leading-edge legal knowledge to help shape 
government and trade policy, legislation and 
regulations in the United States, Europe and key 
countries and regions around the world. The 
lawyers, lobbyists and other professionals in our 
groups are strategic thinkers who help clients to 
advance their domestic and global goals.
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3. DISPUTE RESOLUTION

Dispute Resolution

We have substantial experience in successfully 
leading a broad spectrum of cases, including civil 
and criminal enforcement actions, statutory cleanup 
actions, refusal of environmental permits, 
environmental prosecutions, and mass tort and 
toxic tort actions. We have particular experience 
handling and prevailing in large cases combining 
governmental investigations or prosecutions and 
mass civil claims. Our work has included defending 
chemical companies, suppliers and insurers against 
a wide range of consumer and product liability 
claims, and we have worked on matters dealing 
with some of the most well-known chemicals and 
substances (such as asbestos) to those on the 
cutting edge of emerging claims and litigation 
(such as bis-phenol A, food flavorings and MTBE).

International Arbitration

Mayer Brown plays a leading role in the resolution 
of international disputes. We frequently represent 
corporations, companies, partnerships, financial 
institutions, insurers and governmental entities 
before the leading international arbitration bodies. 
We also advise our clients on how to reduce risk 
when entering into cross-border transactions and 
investments. When disputes arise, we put together 
lean teams of experienced practitioners who know 
how to overcome such problems as multiple 
languages, documents scattered across the globe, 
and differing legal traditions to achieve desired 
results in a cost-efficient manner.

4. OTHER PRACTICE AREAS

EPC Contracts

Our Construction & Engineering team has 
extensive experience in the design and 
construction of major chemical projects. We have 
experience in traditional design-bid-build 
contracting, and also a variety of alternative 
delivery methodologies, including engineering 
procurement and construction (“EPC”), engineering 
procurement and construction management 
(“EPCM”), design/build, partial design/build, 
integrated project delivery (“IPD”), public-private 
partnerships (“PPP”) and other contracts for unique 
and complex projects. We act for project sponsors, 
owners, contractors and sub-contractors, design 
professionals, consultants, lenders, and insurers.

Intellectual Property

The Firm’s IP practice offers a full range of services, 
including litigation and enforcement, counseling, 
prosecution and transactions. Our global IP 
capabilities, coupled with our multidisciplinary 
approach to today’s emerging issues in the 
development, protection and exploitation of 
intellectual property assets, are well-matched for 
companies in the chemicals industry. We offer 
comprehensive assistance in key business centres 
around the world. Many of our IP lawyers in the 
United States are admitted before the US Patent 
and Trademark Office (PTO).

International Trade & Customs

With experienced lawyers and other trade 
professionals in offices around the world, Mayer 
Brown’s International Trade practice helps clients 
understand trade policies and comply with local 
and international trade laws in order to capitalize 
on opportunities and overcome market barriers. 
Our team includes experienced senior trade 
professionals and lawyers from the Americas, 
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Europe and Asia. Among them are a former US 
Secretary of Commerce and two former US Trade 
Representatives, a former EU Ambassador to the 
United States, a former member of the US 
Congress, a former senior counsel at the US 
Department of Commerce, a former senior trade 
official with the Singapore government, the former 
policy director of 

the US House of Representatives Committee on 
Ways and Means, a former US Senate Finance 
Committee staff member, and former senior 
officials with Mayer Brown’s Global Customs team 
has the capacity and the knowledge to advise on 
jurisdiction specific issues as well as cross-border 
strategies for multinational businesses operating in 
the US, Europe and Asia. 

Our team helps clients integrate immediate- and 
long-term perspectives on international trade 
compliance, as well as offer guidance on the 
interplay among laws that regulate international 
business. This Our team has the technical skills and 
practical knowledge needed to improve a compa-
ny’s global supply chain and the international trade 
policy experience that comes from regularly 
advocating on our clients’ behalf before regulators 
and legislators. Our lawyers and consultants advise 
on border measures that are regulated by customs 
authorities and product regulatory bodies around 
the world and handle audits and assessments in a 
wide range of industries.  We advise in connection 
with seizures, protests, classification rulings, cus-
toms valuation issues, rules of origin, marking, 
labelling, and import and export clearance.  We 
also monitor events taking place at the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) and the World Customs 
Organization (WCO) so that we can advise clients 
about matters that might have a substantial impact 
on their global operations.

Tax

With more than 100 tax lawyers in ten offices 
worldwide, the breadth of Mayer Brown’s tax 
practice is difficult to match. Our tax planning 
lawyers regularly advise on domestic and cross-
border restructurings and related planning projects 
and have represented clients in many major 
corporate transactions. We have particular 
experience in the area of transfer pricing and have 
advised chemical companies on the tax, customs 
and VAT ramifications of all facets of their value 
chains, including the development, transfer and 
exploitation of high-value intangibles, related and 
unrelated party manufacturing and worldwide 
distribution. Our tax controversy lawyers represent 
companies of all sizes in any phase of a tax dispute, 
from before a tax audit begins through litigation in 
the courtroom.
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