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Agenda | Thursday, September 26, 2019 

8:00 a.m. – 8:50 a.m. Breakfast and Registration

8:50 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Opening Remarks

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Crisis Training Simulation

Matthew Alexander, Partner, Mayer Brown LLP 

Hank Bullock, Partner, Mayer Brown LLP 

Tim Keeler, Partner, Mayer Brown LLP 

Glen Kopp, Partner, Mayer Brown LLP 

Tamer Soliman, Partner, Mayer Brown LLP 

Margaret-Rose Sales, Counsel, Mayer Brown LLP 

Kevin Elliott, Managing Director, U.S. Risk+Crisis Communication Practice Director, 
Hill+Knowlton Strategies 

Rebecca Fannin, Managing Director, Hill+Knowlton Strategies 

Joe Householder, Managing Director, Hill+Knowlton Strategies 

James Barbour, Director, Public Affairs, Hill+Knowlton Strategies 

Michelle McKenna, Vice President, Hill+Knowlton Strategies 

Anna Oswald, Senior Associate, Hill+Knowlton Strategies 

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Lunch and “Is Bipartisanship Dead Forever?” 

Toby Moffett, Senior Advisor, Mayer Brown LLP

Warren S. Payne, Senior Advisor, Mayer Brown LLP 

Congressman Mike Johnson (R-LA), US House of Representatives 

Congresswoman Mary Gay Scanlon (D-PA), US House of Representatives 
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1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Trade Wars or Deals? Argentina, Brexit, China and other Economic Disruptors

Ambassador Susan C. Schwab, Strategic Advisor, Mayer Brown, and former US 
Trade Representative

Shawn Donnan, Senior Writer, Bloomberg 

William Reinsch, Senior Adviser and Scholl Chair in International Business, Center 
for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) 

Ana Swanson, Trade Reporter, New York Times 

2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. The Rise of Corporate Responsibility: How Global Companies Can Leverage 
Compliance to Mitigate an Expanding Scope of Risks, While Building Value 

Audrey Harris, Partner, Mayer Brown LLP  

Marjorie Loeb, Partner, Mayer Brown LLP  

Michael McElroy, Partner, Mayer Brown LLP 

James Pepin, Vice President & General Counsel, Nestlé HealthCare Nutrition Inc 

Megan Webster, Partner, Mayer Brown LLP

3:30 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. Break

3:45 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. The US Supreme Court’s Business Docket: Recent Decisions and Upcoming Cases

Nicole Saharsky, Partner, Mayer Brown LLP 

Michael A. Scodro, Partner, Mayer Brown LLP 

4:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Q&A with Joan Biskupic

CNN legal analyst Joan Biskupic will join us to discuss her book The Chief: The Life 
and Turbulent Times of Chief Justice John Roberts. Joan has covered the Supreme 
Court for twenty-five years and is the author of several books on the judiciary, 
chronicling the lives of Sandra Day O’Connor, Antonin Scalia and Sonia Sotomayor.

5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Cocktail Reception and Joan Biskupic Book Signing



MAYER BROWN  | 3 

Crisis Training Simulation 

Matthew Alexander
Partner

Mayer Brown LLP 

Matthew J. Alexander is a partner in Mayer Brown’s Washington, D.C. office. He focuses his 

practice on white collar criminal defense, government and internal investigations, and corporate 

compliance. 

Matthew regularly counsels and defends corporations and individuals in a variety of enforcement 

matters, including the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA), federal securities and anti-money 

laundering (AML) laws and regulations, the False Claims Act (FCA), insider trading laws, healthcare 

fraud, as well as advising clients with respect to embargoes administered by the US Department 

of Treasury, Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC). 

Matthew has extensive experience in designing, managing, executing, and presenting global 

investigations before Boards of Directors and numerous enforcement authorities, including the 

US Department of Justice (DOJ), Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), and the World Bank’s 

Integrity Vice Presidency. 

In addition to regularly presenting to enforcement authorities, Matthew counsels clients with 

respect to anti-corruption, international trade, and AML compliance policies, procedures, and 

training. He regularly designs and conducts due diligence and provides advice in relation to 

corporate transactions and has conducted numerous compliance and fraud risk assessments and 

reviews for both public and private companies. 

Hank Bullock
Partner

Mayer Brown LLP 

Henninger "Hank" Bullock serves as head of Mayer Brown's Litigation & Dispute Resolution practice 

in New York. He is an experienced litigator who counsels clients in the financial-services and life-

sciences sectors. Hank has handled hundreds of complex disputes in state and federal courts 

throughout the United States at both the trial and appellate levels. He also has significant 

experience in large multidistrict litigations, serving as liaison counsel for defense groups. 

Hank provides defense against all types of claims for life-sciences clients, including product-liability, 

licensing and supply disputes. In the product-liability sphere, he has served as lead national counsel 
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for brand-name pharmaceutical companies, devising strategy and coordinating the defense of 

thousands of lawsuits across multiple jurisdictions. Hank also has extensive appellate experience in 

this area, having successfully handled cases before United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth, 

Sixth, Eighth, Ninth, Tenth and Eleventh Circuits, the Missouri Supreme Court and the Missouri 

Court of Appeals, the Iowa Supreme Court and the Iowa Court of Appeals, the Georgia Court of 

Appeals and the Florida First District Courts of Appeal.  

Financial-services clients, including major commercial and investment banks, hedge funds, broker-

dealers and commodity-trading firms, rely on Hank to defend them in lawsuits, government 

regulatory proceedings and internal investigations involving securities, commodities, derivatives 

and foreign exchange products. His representation encompasses customary disputes over 

regulated financial products, as well as highly sophisticated and unregulated structured finance-

and-derivative transactions. Hank has been particularly successful in defending financial institutions 

and their officers and directors in claims of fraud or misrepresentation associated with the trading 

of complex financial assets. 

Tim Keeler
Partner

Mayer Brown LLP 

Tim Keeler, a lawyer in the Public Policy, Regulatory & Political Law and International Trade 

practices, joined Mayer Brown in 2009, and brings an in-depth knowledge of international trade 

law and economic policy matters, and a history of working in the Executive Branch and Congress 

on major economic, legislative and regulatory issues. 

Prior to joining Mayer Brown, Tim served in a variety of senior positions in the US Government for 

almost 12 years. Most recently he was the Chief of Staff in the Office of the US Trade Representative 

(USTR) from 2006 - 2009, where he oversaw implementation of US policy, strategy and negotiations 

involving all aspects of international trade and investment matters. He worked on a number of key 

issues including: climate change and trade; US and China relations; WTO negotiations and litigation; 

free trade agreement negotiations and implementation; and CFIUS decisions. 

Before working for USTR, Tim spent more than five years at the Treasury Department from 2001 – 

2006. He joined the Office of Legislative Affairs in 2001 as a Deputy to the Assistant Secretary for 

International Issues, where he was responsible for Treasury’s legislative strategy on issues including 

capital market sanctions, foreign exchange rate policy testimony, appropriations for US agreements 

to replenish the World Bank and other Multilateral Development Banks, multilateral debt relief, and 

US participation in the International Monetary Fund. He later managed the Office of Legislative 



MAYER BROWN  | 5 

Affairs from 2002 - 2006 and assisted on all policy and personnel issues in the Office. This included 

leading Treasury nominees through the US Senate confirmation process, legislative strategy on 

Treasury Intelligence and Terrorist Financing matters, and advising on major economic legislative 

initiatives such as the 2003 tax cuts and social security reform proposals. 

Tim also served on the Presidential Transition Team in 2000–2001 as a policy coordinator on export 

control and trade remedy policy, handling the Commerce Department’s Bureau of Export 

Administration (now called the Bureau of Industry and Security) and the International Trade 

Commission (ITC). 

Glen Kopp
Partner

Mayer Brown LLP 

Glen Kopp is a partner in Mayer Brown’s New York office and a member of the Litigation & Dispute 

Resolution and White Collar Defense & Compliance practices. He is a former Assistant United States 

Attorney in the Southern District of New York where he served for five years. As an Assistant United 

States Attorney, Glen conducted complex domestic and international investigations, prosecuted 

criminal jury trials, and argued before the Second Circuit Court of Appeals. His work included a 

wide variety of fraud investigations and matters involving money laundering, terrorism, and 

national security. With this background, Glen has a deep understanding of federal enforcement 

priorities and practices on Wall Street and in Washington DC and is experienced with handling 

investigations involving foreign governments. 

As a member of the White Collar Defense & Compliance practice, Glen focused on a number of 

areas of interest for clients, including cybersecurity, foreign corruption, government contracting 

fraud, securities fraud, corporate fraud, corporate compliance, insider trading, and criminal 

antitrust. In addition, Glen has led internal investigations into possible Foreign Corrupt Practices 

Act (FCPA) violations and government contract fraud, drafted anticorruption policies and 

procedures, conducted anticorruption training for employees and management, and handled SEC 

and DOJ investigations for corporate and individual clients. Glen also has represented a high-level 

engineering executive in the General Motors ignition switch investigation and multiple engineers 

in the Takata airbag investigation. 
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Tamer Soliman
Partner

Mayer Brown LLP 

Tamer Soliman is a partner in Mayer Brown's Washington DC and Dubai offices, global head of the 

firm’s Export Control & Sanctions practice, and a member of the International Trade practice. He 

advises corporate and government clients on a wide range of international trade issues governing 

cross-border investments, joint ventures and sales, manufacturing and the development of 

emerging technologies. 

His practice focuses on export control, sanctions and related national security restrictions on trade. 

For nearly two decades, he has handled complex export control and sanctions regulatory issues 

and enforcement proceedings spanning multiple jurisdictions. He advises clients in a wide range of 

industries, including aerospace and defense, sovereign wealth and investment funds, private equity, 

internet technology and logistics. 

Prior to joining Mayer Brown in 2017, Tamer spearheaded the international expansion of the export 

control and sanctions practice at another prominent international law firm based in Washington. 

He is known for handling cutting-edge issues involving application of the ITAR, EAR, and sanctions 

laws to both U.S. and non-U.S. entities and has successfully advised Boards, Audit Committees and 

companies in high-stakes investigations and enforcement actions. Tamer has successfully defended 

both US and non-US companies in multi-agency, data-intensive investigations under applicable 

export control and sanctions laws. 

Margaret-Rose Sales
Counsel 

Mayer Brown LLP 

Margaret-Rose Sales is counsel in Mayer Brown’s International Trade practice. She focuses on 

international trade compliance and international trade litigation and dispute settlement, including 

World Trade Organization (WTO) disputes. 

Margaret advises clients on economic sanctions, export controls, and anti-boycott laws. She assists 

clients with transactional due diligence and compliance, corporate compliance and training 

programs, license applications, internal investigations and voluntary disclosures. In the area of 

import compliance, Margaret’s experience includes working with clients to identify potential duty 

savings and minimize customs duties through tariff classification, rules of origin and duty drawback. 
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She has assisted clients with legal challenges to tariff classifications in the United States and Canada, 

and has advised clients on preparing voluntary disclosures of potential customs violations. 

Her experience also includes representing clients in antidumping and countervailing duty 

proceedings before the US Department of Commerce and the US International Trade Commission, 

and in related litigation at the US Court of International Trade and the US Court of Appeals for the 

Federal Circuit. Margaret has represented foreign governments in WTO dispute settlement 

proceedings, including the government of Indonesia in a successful challenge to US restrictions on 

clove cigarettes.  

During 2015-2016, Margaret served as an in-house lawyer for the Oneida Nation of New York and 

Oneida Nation Enterprises, LLC, advising the Oneida Nation’s business enterprises on an array of 

regulatory and legislative issues, including gaming, hospitality, land, environmental, tax, 

transportation and public safety issues. Margaret also previously served in the Office of 

International Affairs of US Customs and Border Protection, where she worked on the negotiation 

of bilateral customs mutual assistance agreements. 

Kevin Elliott
Managing Director, U.S. Risk+Crisis Communication Practice Director

Hill+Knowlton Strategies 

Kevin Elliott directs strategy and management of programs for a variety of the firm’s clients. His 

practice is dedicated to working with executives on their communication skills, as well as with 

companies and leaders facing risks and crises, managing issues and reputation. He counsels and 

prepares senior executives for high value interaction with the media, the public, regulators and 

other stakeholders. Kevin has worked with a range of companies, in technology, healthcare, 

financial services, energy, travel and entertainment, transportation as well as in higher education. 

He is the director of the firm’s Risk + Crisis Communication practice for the United States. 

Prior to joining Hill+Knowlton Strategies, Kevin handled public affairs and served as a spokesman 

for a Fortune 100 company; he implemented programs in response to specific threats and crises as 

well as programs focused on labor relations and issues management. Kevin was also vice president 

for public affairs for a California-based defense contractor. He was responsible for the company’s 

government and public affairs initiatives and represented the company on Capitol Hill. 

At the beginning of his career, Kevin worked in the United States Senate where he was involved in 

policy and community outreach and coordinated media and other communication projects. Kevin 

has lectured on crisis communication, reputation and issues management at a number of 

universities and industry conferences. 
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Rebecca Fannin
Managing Director

Hill+Knowlton Strategies 

Rebecca advises clients on communications during times of change, including reputation 

challenges, corporate restructuring, growth and mergers and acquisitions. With nearly 20 years of 

experience in strategic and corporate communications, change management communications, 

opinion research, and marketing. She is responsible for providing clients with advice related to 

reputation management and internal communications. Rebecca has led internal and employee 

engagement initiatives for automotive, manufacturing, energy, defense industry and financial 

services clients, among others. She has worked on-site in an embedded capacity for several of these 

clients and managed large teams within the H+K network to execute integrated and successful 

programs. 

Before joining the agency, Rebecca was with TMG Strategies, a part of MS&L and the Publicis 

Groupe, for nearly a decade. While there, she led teams responsible for crisis communications, 

executive communications and reputation management for one of the nation’s premier brands 

leading up to and during its Chapter 11 filing. She oversaw message development, managed 

internal and external teams, coordinated agencies, and mobilized grassroots networks. Prior to this, 

Rebecca served in a senior admissions and communications role at Randolph-Macon College, 

where she developed strategy and led campaign execution for brand development and expansion, 

recruitment, and retention. 

In addition to her role with clients, Rebecca co-leads the U.S. training and development program, 

serves as a faculty member for WPP leadership development trainings and is a certified executive 

coach. 

Rebecca received a bachelor of arts from Randolph-Macon College. 
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Joe Householder
Managing Director

Hill+Knowlton Strategies 

Joe offers expert client counsel resulting from more than 25 years of public affairs, crisis 

management, media relations and litigation communications experience. He has significant 

experience working inside the C-suite, the board room, the courthouse, and the capitol as well as 

in the field managing crisis events as they unfold in real time. 

In 2000, after more than 15 years as a broadcast journalist focused on local and state politics and 

governance, Joe joined an international law firm, establishing its first-ever external and litigation 

communications operation. From there, he entered politics as a senior-level strategist in municipal 

campaigns as well as the 2002 reelection of then Iowa Governor Tom Vilsack. Later, Joe served as 

communications director to then United States Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton before joining 

Public Strategies for his first stint as a corporate and crisis communications and public affairs 

strategist. 

In that role at Public Strategies, Purple Strategies, and now, Hill+Knowlton Strategies, Joe has 

served a wide variety of clients in numerous industries including, but not limited to healthcare, law, 

energy, defense, and retail grocery as well as advising high-profile individuals on complex matters 

impacting their personal brand. He has been involved in numerous “bet the company” crisis events, 

rolling up his sleeves and providing senior level counsel, message management, and stakeholder 

engagement strategy as well as serving as an integral player in the tactical execution of that 

strategy.  

James Barbour
Director, Public Affairs

Hill+Knowlton Strategies 

James Barbour is a Director in the Washington, DC office of Hill+Knowlton Strategies (H+K).  He 

works with clients in the corporate, government and third sectors to help them relate to diverse 

groups of audiences and solve complex problems of communication, policy and reputation. 

James returned to H+K in 2019, having previously been part of the firm’s London office from 2004-

2007, leading the international, government and technology sectors for the public affairs practice. 

A former diplomat, James has extensive experience in both the UK and European Union foreign 

services, engaging with audiences both overseas and at federal and sub-federal level within the US.  

Immediately prior to joining H+K he was responsible for the European Union’s external relations 
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and public diplomacy across the US, bringing together all 28 member states and covering a broad 

cross-section of policy areas from energy to trade, from education to security.   

James has also served as press secretary at the British Embassies in Moscow and Washington DC, 

and as political officer at the British High Commission in South Africa, and for shorter periods in 

Africa, South Asia, the Balkans and the Middle East.  In 2014 he was detailed to the British Embassy 

in Kyiv, working with the Ukrainian government to counter Russian aggression and disinformation. 

He is a two-time South by South West panelist with a prominent public profile, speaking and writing 

regularly on topics from data privacy to countering violent extremism.  He has provided crisis 

counsel, media training and ghostwriting services to Ambassadors, CEOs and heads of state. 

Of Scottish extraction, James has a Master’s degree in Political Science and International Relations 

from the University of Edinburgh.  He came to the United States in 2011 and lives on Capitol Hill. 

Michelle McKenna
Vice President

Hill+Knowlton Strategies 

Michelle has led communications efforts for a variety of clients, bringing more than 15 years of 

expertise in crisis response, media relations, reputation and risk mitigation — specifically in the 

cyber and data arenas. Her work has included managing a variety of projects for investor-owned 

utilities, a national retailer, an energy trade association, a European automobile manufacturer and 

a major tire manufacturer. She is one of the firm’s designated media trainers and has also led crisis 

simulations and tabletop exercises, as well as providing counsel during high-visibility data breaches, 

product recalls, financial restatements, public health issues and other crisis situations. She has 

spoken on cyber issues at SXSW and other forums, and was named to PR Week’s “40 Under 40” list 

in 2016. 

Before transitioning to a director role at the firm, Michelle served in a similar capacity as director at 

Public Strategies. She started in the firm’s Washington office in 2006. Prior to joining Public 

Strategies, Michelle planned communications, public relations and grassroots activities for the 

National Association of Chain Drug Stores, a major national healthcare and retail trade association 

in Washington, D.C. Her responsibilities included media relations, crisis communications, public 

policy communications, helping launch a Medicare Part D discount card, and contributing to 

branding and marketing campaigns and public affairs coalitions. Before that, Michelle was a media 

relations specialist for a Washington group representing specialty chemical manufacturers. Her 

other experience includes freelance journalism, as well as volunteer work on Capitol Hill and with 

state and national political campaigns. 
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Anna Oswald
Senior Associate

Hill+Knowlton Strategies 

Anna provides day-to-day account management and communication planning for a diverse set of 

clients at Hill+Knowlton. Specializing in media relations, Anna has developed earned media 

strategies for clients in a variety of industries that include healthcare, technology, financial services 

and law. Anna is also regularly tapped for crisis communications situations for clients in various 

industries, where she has served as project management lead and assisted with strategic 

messaging, local/regional media relations, internal communications, and material development for 

all stakeholders. Along with her work on crisis projects, Anna is part of H+K’s Flight School team 

and has been involved in the planning and execution of multiple crisis simulations for clients. Anna’s 

communications portfolio also consists of the design and development of marketing collateral; 

strategic communications planning around brand launches and executive thought leadership; and 

social media content development and management.  

Prior to joining H+K in 2017, Anna was a media relations specialist at White & Case LLP, a global 

law firm in Tampa, Florida, where she worked with reporters from national and trade publications 

to position the firm’s partners in trending news. Before that, she worked at Bingham McCutchen 

LLP, a global law firm in Lexington, Kentucky, where she managed the firm’s social media accounts, 

wrote content for Twitter and LinkedIn, and wrote feature stories for the firm’s website. While 

completing her degree in journalism at Indiana University, Anna expanded her writing skillset and 

spent a summer abroad writing for the print travel magazine Where London in the United Kingdom. 

Anna holds a bachelor’s degree in Journalism from Indiana University, with a specialization in PR 

and Advertising, and minor in Psychology. 
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Is Bipartisanship Dead Forever? 

Toby Moffett
Senior Advisor

Mayer Brown LLP 

Former Congressman Toby Moffett is a senior advisor in Mayer Brown’s Washington DC office and 

co-leads Mayer Brown’s interaction with governments, both in the US and globally. Prior to joining 

Mayer Brown, Toby served four terms in the US House of Representatives representing 

Connecticut’s Sixth Congressional District. 

Following his career in public service, he was a vice-president at The Monsanto Company where he 

helped to create private-non-profit partnerships in microfinance. He is also playing a leading role 

in expanding Mayer Brown's business in Africa. He has extensive experience there over the past 

two decades, beginning in the early 1990s with a successful effort on behalf of the President of 

Angola to restore full diplomatic relations with the US. Toby’s previous firm, The Moffett Group, 

has represented the Government of Morocco for more than a decade and has represented the 

governments of Kenya, Malawi, the Republic of the Congo, the Governor of the Central Bank of 

Somalia, and the President of the Somali state of Puntland. 

In the US, Toby and his team have spent years representing Caithness Energy, the developers of 

the country’s largest wind project, and a number of other developers of wind, solar, and 

hydropower assets. 

For five years, he was one of the leaders of the coalition that helped win passage of the James L. 

Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act that brought health benefits to workers from the 

Ground Zero site and indemnity to the New York contractors who did heroic work immediately 

following the tragedy.  
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Warren S. Payne
Senior Advisor

Mayer Brown LLP 

Warren S. Payne is a senior advisor in Mayer Brown’s Washington DC office and a member of 

the Tax, Government Relations & Public Law and International Trade practices. He joined Mayer 

Brown from the US House of Representatives Committee on Ways and Means, where he held a 

number of staff leadership roles over the past eight years, including his most recent position as 

policy director.  

As the Committee's policy director Warren was responsible for developing policy in all areas within 

the Committee’s jurisdiction. Major legislation that Warren worked to enact into law includes the 

Tax Increase Prevention Act, the ABLE Act, the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act, two 

highway and infrastructure funding bills in 2012 and 2014, and free trade agreements with 

Colombia, Peru, Panama and South Korea. In addition, Warren was responsible for the development 

and introduction of the first detailed legislation since 1986 to comprehensively reform the US Tax 

Code with the introduction of the Tax Reform Act of 2014. Other major pieces of legislation 

developed by the Committee during Warren's tenure as policy director include the Bipartisan 

Congressional Trade Priorities Act of 2014 and the SGR Repeal and Provider Payment 

Modernization Act.  

Warren served as a senior staffer to both the National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and the 

Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction. In his role as Policy Director, Warren was responsible 

for working with Subcommittee Staff Directors to develop and implement the Committee's 

priorities and coordinated those efforts with House of Representative Leadership-serving as a key 

liaison with the Administration, the Senate as well as House Leadership. Originally, Warren served 

as one of the Committee's primary economists focused on trade policy, where he crafted the 

economic analysis behind the recent trade agreements with Colombia, Panama, Peru and South 

Korea. 
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Congressman Mike Johnson
(R-LA)

US House of Representatives 

Congressman Mike Johnson is a Republican member of Congress proudly serving Louisiana’s 

Fourth District. He represents the nearly 760,000 residents of 15 parishes in the northwest and 

western regions of the state. Mike was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives on December 

10, 2016, by the largest margin of victory in his region in more than 50 years. With nearly 20 years 

of experience in Constitutional law, he has been appointed to the powerful House Judiciary 

Committee and named Ranking Member for one of its subcommittees – the Subcommittee on the 

Constitution, Civil Rights and Civil Liberties. He also serves on the House Natural Resources 

Committee overseeing American energy production, mineral issues, fisheries and several other key 

contributors to Louisiana’s economy. Mike was appointed to the Natural Resources Subcommittees 

on Oversight and Investigations and Water, Power and Oceans. 

For the 116th Congress, Mike was elected by his colleagues to serve as chairman of the Republican 

Study Committee (RSC), the largest caucus of conservatives in the Congress. Since its founding in 

1973, the RSC has served as the voice and "intellectual arsenal" of conservatism in the U.S. House 

of Representatives and as a leading influence in shaping the legislative agenda. Each RSC chairman 

is elected to serve a single, two-year term. Previous chairmen include Vice President Mike Pence 

and Republican Whip Steve Scalise. 

Mike is a dedicated husband and father of four, as well as a constitutional law attorney who has 

devoted his life and career to fighting for the fundamental freedoms and traditional values that 

have always been a priority to the people of Louisiana. For nearly 20 years, Mike successfully 

litigated high profile constitutional law cases in district and appellate courts nationwide. He is 

widely recognized as a leading defender of the right to life, religious liberty, free speech, the Second 

Amendment and free market principles. In his law practice, he drafted landmark legislation for many 

states and municipalities and provided legal counsel to members of Congress, governors, state 

legislatures, city councils, school boards, law enforcement agencies, ministries and non-profit 

organizations around the country. 

Mike solidified his reputation as a principled, full-spectrum conservative when he served in the 

Louisiana Legislature from February 2015 to January 2017. He was elected to the state legislature 

twice without opposition, and he was honored to be appointed vice chairman of the House 

Judiciary Committee and to the Select Committee on Leadership. As a legislator, he has received 

top awards from business and industry, limited government, and pro-life and pro-family groups.             

https://rsc-johnson.house.gov/
https://rsc-johnson.house.gov/
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The eldest son of a Shreveport firefighter who was critically burned and disabled in the line of duty, 

Mike learned early on the values of hard work, honor and sacrifice. He has a practical understanding 

of the challenges that small business owners face because he, like his parents and grandparents, 

was one himself. Mike was also a conservative talk radio host and columnist, a media spokesman 

for America’s largest religious liberty organizations, a constitutional law seminar instructor, and a 

board member for national organizations and numerous community groups and ministries. He has 

also previously served as legal counsel for organizations such as the Family Research Council, 

Alliance Defending Freedom, the National Day of Prayer Task Force, the Fellowship of Christian 

Athletes and the Louisiana Right to Life Federation. 

Mike earned his Juris Doctorate from the Paul M. Hebert Law Center at Louisiana State University 

in 1998 where he was selected as a member of the Moot Court Board and National Moot Court 

Team and was elected class president and president of the Christian Legal Society. He earned his 

undergraduate degree in Business Administration from Louisiana State University in 1995, where 

he was selected to Leadership LSU and the Order of Omega Honor Society, Kappa Sigma Fraternity 

and served as president of the LSU Interfraternity Council. 

Mike and his wife Kelly, a former school teacher from Webster Parish, have been married since 1999 

and have four children, Hannah, Abigail, Jack and Will. Today, they reside in Bossier Parish. 
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Congresswoman Mary Gay Scanlon
(D-PA)

US House of Representatives 

Congresswoman Mary Gay Scanlon, an education and human rights advocate, currently represents 

Pennsylvania’s 5th Congressional District. She was first sworn into U.S. House of Representatives 

on November 13, 2018. 

Congresswoman Scanlon previously served as national pro bono counsel at a major US  law firm, 

where she directed and supervised over 600 lawyers in 15 offices in providing  more than 50,000 

hours of pro bono legal services annually to low-income clients and non-profit organizations.  

Under her leadership, the pro bono program worked on critical issues, including voting rights, child 

advocacy, immigration, housing, public benefits, criminal justice reform, free press, and other 

constitutional rights. The program earned the 2018 American Bar Association’s annual pro bono 

award. 

Congresswoman Scanlon also served as an attorney at the Education Law Center, as President of 

her local school board, and as co-chair of the Voting Rights Task Force of the Association of Pro 

Bono Counsel. 

Congresswoman Scanlon’s priorities in Congress include voting rights, education, common sense 

gun safety legislation, and protecting the rights of children, families, veterans and our seniors. She 

currently serves as Vice Chair of the House Judiciary Committee, the House Rules Committee, and 

the House Select Committee on the Modernization of Congress. 

Mary Gay is a graduate of Colgate University and University of Pennsylvania Law School. She and 

her husband Mark have three children: Casey, Daniel, and Matthew. Mary Gay and Mark reside in 

Swarthmore with their two rescue dogs, Abby and Emma, a cockatiel named TJ, and several 

chickens. 
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Trade Wars or Deals? Argentina, Brexit, China and other Economic 
Disruptors 

Ambassador Susan C. Schwab
Strategic Advisor

Mayer Brown LLP 

Susan C. Schwab is a Strategic Advisor in Mayer Brown’s International Trade practice in Washington 

DC. Susan’s advisory role is in addition to her professorship at the School of Public Policy at the 

University of Maryland, where previously she had served as Dean, and as President of the University 

System of Maryland Foundation. From 2005–2009 she served as US Trade Representative and 

Deputy USTR in the George W. Bush administration. She also sits on several corporate boards and 

is a frequent speaker at associations, corporations and think tanks. 

During her tenure as the USTR, Ambassador Schwab successfully opened markets for US products 

and services in every region of the world, and across a variety of business sectors and industries. 

She concluded the US’s Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) with Peru, Colombia, Panama and South 

Korea and launched the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) talks. Ambassador Schwab also helped to 

achieve congressional approval of Permanent Normal Trade Relations (PNTR) with Vietnam, FTAs 

with Oman and Peru, and the bipartisan “May 10th, 2007 deal” on trade, labor and the environment. 

She also oversaw implementation of FTAs with 6 Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) 

countries, Bahrain, Oman and Peru. Additionally, she negotiated in the World Trade Organization’s 

(WTO) Doha Round with major economic powers such as the European Union, China, India, Brazil 

and Indonesia; resolved a longstanding dispute with Canada over softwood lumber; negotiated the 

US bilateral WTO accession agreement with Russia; and filed and resolved multiple cases in defense 

of US commercial interests before the WTO.  

Shawn Donnan
Senior Writer

Bloomberg 

Shawn Donnan is a senior writer for Bloomberg News where he covers world trade and 

globalization across the organization's many platforms from TV to Businessweek, the magazine. He 

joined Bloomberg in 2018 from the Financial Times where he served most recently as World Trade 

Editor. Prior to that Donnan was the FT's World News Editor, coordinating the paper's global 

coverage of economics and politics. He also worked as a correspondent and editor for the FT in 

Indonesia and Hong Kong, from where he edited the paper's China coverage. He is a graduate of 

Boston University. 



MAYER BROWN  | 18 

William Reinsch
Senior Adviser and Scholl Chair in International Business

Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) 

William Reinsch holds the Scholl Chair in International Business at the Center for Strategic and 

International Studies (CSIS). Previously, he served for 15 years as president of the National Foreign 

Trade Council, where he led efforts in favor of open markets, in support of the Export-Import Bank 

and Overseas Private Investment Corporation, against unilateral sanctions, and in support of sound 

international tax policy, among many issues. From 2001 to 2016, he concurrently served as a 

member of the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission. He is also an associate 

clinical professor at the University of Maryland School of Public Policy, teaching courses in 

globalization, trade policy and politics. Reinsch also served as the under secretary of commerce for 

export administration during the Clinton years. Prior to that, he spent 20 years on Capitol Hill, most 

of them as senior legislative assistant to the late Senator John Heinz (R-PA) and subsequently to 

Senator John D. Rockefeller IV (D-WV). He holds a B.A. and an M.A. in international relations from 

the Johns Hopkins University and the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies 

respectively. 

Ana Swanson
Trade Reporter

New York Times 

Ana Swanson writes about trade and international economics for the New York Times. She 

previously covered the economy, trade and the Federal Reserve for The Washington Post. Before 

that, Ana worked as an editor of Foreign Policy’s South Asia Channel and the editor-in-chief of 

China Economic Review magazine in Shanghai. She has a bachelor’s degree in cultural 

anthropology from Northwestern University and a master’s in international relations with a focus 

in China and international economics from the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International 

Studies in Washington, D.C. Before moving to Washington, D.C., she lived and worked in China for 

eight years. 
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The Rise of Corporate Responsibility: How Global Companies Can 
Leverage Compliance to Mitigate an Expanding Scope of Risks, While 
Building Value 

Audrey Harris
Partner

Mayer Brown LLP 

Audrey Harris rejoined Mayer Brown in Washington DC as a partner and co-chair of its Global Anti-

Corruption & FCPA practice after serving as the chief compliance officer (CCO) for global resources 

company BHP. Based in Melbourne, Australia, she led a global ethics & compliance function 

providing expertise in anti-corruption, trade sanctions, export controls, competition, ethics & 

investigations, state & commercial secrets, and market conduct compliance, with a team of 

professionals and attorneys across four continents. 

Audrey served as the company’s first chief compliance officer. Her team was accountable for 

safeguarding integrity by preventing, mitigating, and investigating compliance risks and setting 

ethical standards. Her role also involved work with NGOs, international governing bodies and 

enforcement agencies as part of the promotion of global anti-corruption, transparency and 

integrity. 

A veteran Foreign Corruption Practices Act (FCPA) and white collar practitioner, prior to becoming 

a CCO, Audrey was a partner at Mayer Brown with more than a decade of experience handling 

multi-year, multinational investigations, with a comprehensive investigations, counseling and 

defense capability. 

Audrey regularly appears before enforcement authorities and has extensive experience in 

designing, executing and presenting internal investigations before multinational corporations, the 

US Department of Justice (DOJ), Securities & Exchange Commission (SEC), Department of Treasury 

Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC), Department of Defense, and Multilateral Development 

Banks (MBDs). Her experience runs the gamut of white collar representations including false claims 

act, healthcare fraud, management of earnings, money laundering defense, and even anti-terrorism 

matters. 
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Marjorie Loeb
Partner

Mayer Brown LLP 

Marjorie Loeb is a partner in Mayer Brown's Chicago office and a member of the Corporate & 

Securities practice. Prior to joining Mayer Brown, Marjorie was senior vice president and general 

counsel and secretary at Chrysler Group, LLC, and following its integration into the Fiat Group, 

senior vice president and general counsel North America for Fiat Chrysler Automobiles, N.V. She 

has substantial corporate transaction and commercial contracting experience, both as a member 

of a law firm and as in-house counsel to publicly traded global manufacturing companies. She is 

well-versed at change and crisis management and providing strategic advice to boards of directors 

and top management in corporate governance, regulatory compliance, capital raising and 

corporate restructuring initiatives, as well as managing critical litigation for global manufacturing 

companies. 

Marjorie is a seasoned manager who, following Chrysler’s emergence from bankruptcy, rebuilt and 

led a global legal staff, increased the responsiveness and integration of the legal team with 

operating and commercial groups, and facilitated the integration of Chrysler into the Fiat Group. 

Michael McElroy
Partner

Mayer Brown LLP 

Michael McElroy is a partner in Mayer Brown’s Washington DC office and a member of the Banking 

& Finance practice. He focuses his practice on an array of matters related to the mortgage banking 

and financial services industries. Previously, he was general counsel and secretary of First Guaranty 

Mortgage Corporation, a mortgage lender headquartered in McLean, Virginia, and general counsel, 

chief compliance officer, and secretary for Stonegate Mortgage Corporation, an NYSE-listed 

mortgage lender and servicer. 

Mike is a highly accomplished lawyer with more than 20 years of experience at national mortgage 

firms, government-sponsored enterprises and private law firms. 
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Megan Webster
Partner

Mayer Brown LLP 

Megan Webster is a partner in Mayer Brown's Chicago and New York offices and a member of the 

Litigation & Dispute Resolution practice. Her broad national practice focuses on complex 

commercial litigation, investigations, responding to federal and state regulators and enforcement 

authorities, and compliance counseling. Megan also counsels companies on risk management, 

litigation avoidance strategies and general strategic decisions on multi-disciplinary matters. 

Megan is widely regarded as a trusted senior business advisor and an efficient and creative problem 

solver who leverages her unique experience in both private practice and as in-house counsel. 

Prior to joining Mayer Brown, Megan spent more than a decade in various high-level in-house 

counsel positions at large global banking and financial services firms. Most recently as vice 

president and associate general counsel, she led a team responsible for US personal and 

commercial banking disputes and investigations at BMO Financial Group. Before joining BMO, 

Megan spent a decade at HSBC, where she held several positions including senior vice president 

and associate general counsel. In her in-house roles, Megan managed a diverse docket of consumer 

and commercial matters across business lines including class action and individual litigation, federal 

and state government investigations and enforcement actions, and internal investigations. She also 

served as lead counsel responsible for domestic antitrust litigation and transactional matters. 

During her tenure as in-house counsel Megan managed some of the most significant litigation, 

investigations, and state and federal exam and enforcement matters for her clients. 
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The US Supreme Court’s Business Docket: Recent Decisions and 
Upcoming Cases 

Nicole Saharsky
Partner

Mayer Brown LLP 

Nicole A. Saharsky is co-head of Mayer Brown's Supreme Court & Appellate Practice. She focuses 

her practice on briefing and arguing cases in the US Supreme Court and in the federal and state 

appellate courts and on developing legal strategy for the trial courts and agency proceedings. 

Nicole previously served for ten years as an Assistant to the Solicitor General in the United States 

Department of Justice, where she was responsible for briefing and arguing cases in the US Supreme 

Court and overseeing government appeals in the federal courts of appeals. 

Nicole has argued more cases in the US Supreme Court than any other woman in the past decade. 

She has argued 30 cases, briefed 46 cases on the merits, and filed hundreds of certiorari-stage 

briefs and motions in the Supreme Court. Her cases involved a broad range of business issues, 

including securities fraud, intellectual property, labor and employment, bankruptcy, personal 

jurisdiction, and corporate criminal liability. Nicole frequently is asked to provide commentary on 

the Supreme Court by C-SPAN, Law360, Reuters, and other national media outlets. She recently 

was featured in a Law360 article and video series on the topic, “Will the Future of the Supreme 

Court Bar Be Female?” 

At the firm, Nicole has handled appeals and trial-level briefing for clients across a number of 

industries. Her cases have involved administrative law, antitrust, banking, bankruptcy, constitutional 

law, personal jurisdiction, ERISA, and tax issues. She also has an active Supreme Court practice. 

Most recently, in April 2019 she argued Taggart v. Lorenzen, which concerns whether, under the 

Bankruptcy Code, a creditor can be held in contempt of court for violating a discharge injunction 

when he had a good-faith belief that the injunction did not apply to his conduct. 

Nicole previously served as a Bristow Fellow in the Office of the Solicitor General and clerked for 

Judge Carolyn Dineen King of the Fifth Circuit. She received her law degree summa cum laude from 

University of Minnesota Law School, where she served as Lead Articles Editor of the Minnesota Law 

Review. 
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Michael A. Scodro
Partner

Mayer Brown LLP 

Michael A. Scodro is a partner in Mayer Brown's Chicago office and a member of the Supreme 

Court & Appellate practice. Prior to joining Mayer Brown from another prominent firm, he spent 

more than six years as the Illinois Solicitor General, where he oversaw the civil and criminal appeals 

divisions of the Attorney General’s Office, supervising more than 40 attorneys in appeals in which 

the state was a party. He also advised the Illinois Attorney General on constitutional and other 

significant legal issues. 

An accomplished litigator and appellate advocate, Michael has argued dozens of cases before the 

US Supreme Court, state supreme courts, US courts of appeal and all five districts of the Illinois 

Appellate Court. Additionally, as Illinois Solicitor General, he coordinated with other state attorneys 

general's offices in the preparation and filing of multi-state amicus briefs in the US Supreme Court 

and brought Illinois to the forefront among the states in this area of Supreme Court advocacy. 

Earlier in his career, Michael served as a law clerk for US Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day 

O’Connor and for the Honorable Jose Cabranes of the US Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. 

Michael is an active member of the legal community, including serving as a long-time Lecturer in 

Law at the University of Chicago Law School, where he teaches a seminar on US Supreme Court 

practice. He is an elected member of the prestigious American Academy of Appellate Lawyers and 

American Law Institute, and he recently served as president of the Illinois Appellate Lawyers 

Association. In addition to being selected as a Fellow of Leadership Greater Chicago, Michael was 

appointed to the American Bar Foundation and multiple Illinois Supreme Court, Seventh Circuit and 

ABA committees. He also served as a member of the Special Supreme Court Committee on Illinois 

Evidence, which developed the state’s first code of evidence, and was recently appointed by the 

Illinois Supreme Court to chair its Commission on Professionalism. 

As a prominent voice in the legal community, Michael has written numerous articles and is a prolific 

speaker on issues surrounding appellate advocacy and the US Supreme Court. He has received a 

variety of honors and accolades, including the Supreme Court Best Brief Award from the National 

Association of Attorneys General on six occasions. 
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Q&A with Joan Biskupic 

Joan Biskupic
American Journalist

Joan Biskupic is a full-time CNN legal analyst and author of a 2019 biography of Chief Justice John 

Roberts. Before joining CNN in 2017, Biskupic was an editor-in-charge for Legal Affairs at Reuters 

and, previously, the Supreme Court correspondent for the Washington Post and for USA Today. 

She was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in explanatory journalism in 2015. In addition to her latest 

biography, The Chief: The Life and Turbulent Times of Chief Justice John Roberts, Biskupic is the 

author of books on Sandra Day O’Connor, Antonin Scalia, and Sonia Sotomayor. Before joining 

CNN, she spent a year as a visiting professor at the University of California, Irvine, law school. A 

native of Chicago, Biskupic received her law degree from Georgetown University.  


