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Banks are under intense pressure to respond to new regulation and rapidly changing 
markets for financial products and services. We provide creative solutions to bank 
M&A transactions by drawing on our extensive M&A and technology practices as well 
as our deep regulatory experience and knowledge of financial products.

Mayer Brown is fortunate and proud that financial institutions of all types comprise a 
significant percentage of our client base, and we represent over two-thirds of the 
world’s largest banks. We believe that our experience with the major financial 
regulatory schemes worldwide, but especially in the US, coupled with our professional 
relationships with key state, federal, and international regulators, are among the most 
important assets we offer to bank clients. Several of our lawyers have served in federal 
and state agencies, including the Department of the Treasury, Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau, Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation (FDIC), Department of Justice (DOJ), the White House, and 
numerous offices of state attorneys general. 
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Our Bank M&A practice handles transactions involving a diverse and sophisticated 
group of the world’s largest banks, as well as asset managers, funds and fund 
sponsors, and other financial institutions engaged in banking businesses. We 
handle transactions ranging in size and complexity from multibillion dollar, cross-
border transactions, to mid- and small-size transactions within a single national or 
regional market. We consider our greatest strength to be the attention, care and 
partner-led service we give to all our clients, regardless of the size of the deal.

Our Bank M&A practice works closely with the firm’s Financial Services 
Regulatory, Private Investment Funds, Banking and Finance and Technology 
Transactions practices, which enables us to advise our bank clients on a wide 
range of increasingly complex investment management, regulatory, tax and other 
legal issues.
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Mayer Brown Bank M&A Capabilities

W H AT  Y O U  C A N  E X P E C T  F R O M  U S

• Excellent M&A team with broad experience in M&A deals 
involving banks, bank holding companies and related businesses 
and products.

• Broker-dealers

• Asset managers

• Merchant banking and financial advisory businesses

• Portfolios of loans and other financial assets

• Extensive finance practice with experience in all categories of 
lending and other finance transactions undertaken by banks.

• Strong capabilities in federal and state financial regulatory 
compliance and consumer finance matters, as well as 
complementary regulatory capabilities in asset management and 
broker-dealer matters.

• Excellent fintech, cybersecurity and other supporting practices 
that routinely support financial services M&A transactions.

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING 

A Law360 Banking Group of the Year 2021

Tier 1, Securities Regulation & Corporate

U.S. NEWS/BEST LAWYERS “BEST LAW FIRMS”

They bring a rare sense of deal savvy, determination and

boundless energy.

BTI Consulting Group, M&A Outlook 2022

They keep us updated on the latest SEC developments on

primary and secondary equity issuance—incredible team.

Legal 500

A force to be reckoned with. They reach out to the right subject

matter experts and brought them in at the right time.

Chambers Global

The team is strong and collaborative. They are deeply grounded in

the law and able to extrapolate legal conclusions to practical 

situations. Their breadth of thought and ability to connect the dots

between legal pronouncements and specific factual circumstances

is remarkable.

Chambers USA
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Jon-Paul A. Bernard

Partner, New York
jbernard@mayerbrown.com
+1 212 506 2114
Jon-Paul Bernard is a partner in Mayer Brown's New York office and a member 
of the Corporate & Securities practice. Jon-Paul regularly advises clients on 
various aspects of domestic and cross-border acquisitions, divestitures, joint 
ventures, financings and restructuring transactions. He also has extensive 
corporate finance experience. His practice is particularly focused on joint 
ventures and financial services M&A.

Ulrike Binder

Partner, Frankfurt
ubinder@mayerbrown.com
+49 170 21 04 048
Ulrike Binder is a Corporate partner in Mayer Brown's Frankfurt office. She is an 
experienced, highly respected transactional lawyer who represents German and 
international clients in matters related to the capital markets. Her areas of focus 
include public takeovers, going private, capital increases, annual general 
meetings of listed companies and corporate governance questions. Ulrike is 
particularly experienced with businesses in the financial industry.

Matthew Bisanz

Partner, Washington DC
mbisanz@mayerbrown.com
+1 202 263 3434
Matthew Bisanz counsels financial institutions on regulatory developments 
affecting complex financial instruments and significant cross-border 
transactions. Matt works extensively with Mayer Brown’s deal teams to provide 
comprehensive advice for innovative and strategic transactions, including with 
respect to capital and liquidity relief, derivatives/hedge compliance, and foreign 
direct investment reporting. 

Mayer Brown Bank M&A Team

James B. Carlson

Senior Counsel, New York
jcarlson@mayerbrown.com
+1 212 506 2515
James Carlson advises business and corporate clients on acquisitions-related work 
and on securities matters. His acquisitions experience includes public and private 
mergers and acquisitions and private equity transactions, including leveraged 
buyouts, recapitalizations and spin-offs. His securities experience includes 
investment-grade and high-yield debt securities, both publicly offered and 
privately placed, and initial public offerings.

Frederick C. Fisher

Partner, Chicago 
ffisher@mayerbrown.com
+1 312 701 8545
Frederick C. Fisher is a partner in Mayer Brown's Chicago office and is co-leader of 
the global Lending group. Fred focuses his diverse finance practice on the 
representation of corporate and lending clients—including banks, private credit 
funds, private equity funds, and public and private corporations—in connection 
with complex domestic and international financing transactions at all levels of the 
capital structure.

Carol A. Hitselberger

Senior Counsel, Charlotte
chitselberger@mayerbrown.com
+1 704 444 3522
Carol Hitselberger focuses her practice in the structured finance area. She spends 
significant time on accounting and regulatory developments that impact the 
structured finance industry. Carol is a member of the Structured Finance 
Association, and in 2019 was appointed to the Structured Finance Association’s 
Executive Committee. In addition, she is a Committee Chair of the Association’s 
Significant Risk Transfer committee. Carol often works with investors and issuers in 
structured finance products of most types, including trade receivables, credit card 
receivables, consumer loans, auto loans, aircraft, leases, franchise portfolios, 
government contracts, trademark licenses, and various other financial assets.

https://www.mayerbrown.com/en/people/b/jon-paul-bernard?tab=overview
mailto:jbernard@mayerbrown.com
https://www.mayerbrown.com/en/people/b/binder-ulrike?tab=overview
mailto:ubinder@mayerbrown.com
https://www.mayerbrown.com/en/people/b/bisanz-matthew?tab=overview
mailto:mbisanz@mayerbrown.com
https://www.mayerbrown.com/en/people/c/carlson-james-b?tab=overview
mailto:jcarlson@mayerbrown.com
https://www.mayerbrown.com/en/people/f/fisher-frederick-c?tab=overview
https://www.mayerbrown.com/en/people/f/fisher-frederick-c?tab=overview
mailto:ffisher@mayerbrown.com
https://www.mayhttps/www.mayerbrown.com/en/people/h/hitselberger-carol-a?tab=overviewerbrown.com/en/people/w/wheeler-reb-d?tab=overview
https://www.mayerbrown.com/en/people/h/hitselberger-carol-a?tab=overview
mailto:chitselberger@mayerbrown.com


8

Steven M. Kaplan

Partner, Washington DC
skaplan@mayerbrown.com
+1 202 263 3005
Steve Kaplan is a partner in Mayer Brown's Washington DC office and the firm co-leader 
for the firm's Financial Services Regulatory & Enforcement group. He concentrates his 
practice on matters related to consumer financial products and services and represents 
clients in federal and state supervisory matters, investigations and enforcement 
proceedings. He also advises clients on compliance with federal and state laws governing 
licensing and practices of financial institutions, mortgage lenders, consumer finance 
companies, loan servicers, prepaid card issuers, payment system providers and secondary 
market participants. 

Martha E. McGarry

Partner, New York
mmcgarry@mayerbrown.com
+1 212 506 2305
Martha McGarry is a partner in Mayer Brown's New York office and a member of the 
Corporate & Securities practice. She is an internationally recognized corporate and 
securities lawyer with extensive experience in both US and cross-border mergers and 
acquisitions, shareholder activism and corporate governance matters. Martha serves as 
the co-leader of Mayer Brown’s Global M&A practice. Over the past 40 years Martha has 
advised on numerous high-profile and transformational transactions.

Andrew J. Noreuil

Partner, Chicago
anoreuil@mayerbrown.com
+1 312 701 8099
Andrew Noreuil is a transactional lawyer and corporate adviser whose practice focuses on 
mergers and acquisitions and corporate governance matters. He represents buyers and 
sellers in connection with mergers, tender and exchange offers, stock and asset 
acquisitions and divestitures and private investments in public equity as well as parties to 
joint ventures, strategic alliances and minority investments including commercial 
agreements in the chemical and healthcare technology industries. 

Mayer Brown Bank M&A Team

Lauren B. Pryor

Partner, Washington DC 
lpryor@mayerbrown.com
+1 202 263 3205
Lauren Pryor is a Financial Services Regulatory & Enforcement partner and co-head of the 
Financial Institutions M&A group. Lauren focuses on M&A in the financial services industry, 
including complex stock and asset-based transactions, full equity deals, PE investments, JV 
arrangements and transfers of assets including residential mortgage loans, consumer loans, 
business purpose loans, mortgage servicing rights and credit card receivables. Lauren 
frequently represents depository institutions, financial sponsors, mortgage companies and 
investment funds in such matters.

Jeffrey P. Taft

Partner, Washington DC
jtaft@mayerbrown.com
+1 202 263 3293
Jeffrey Taft is a partner in Mayer Brown’s Financial Services Regulatory & Enforcement group. 
His practice focuses primarily on bank regulation, bank receivership and insolvency issues, 
payment systems, consumer financial services and cybersecurity/privacy issues. He has 
extensive experience counseling banks, bank holding companies and other financial 
institutions, merchants and other entities on bank regulatory, governance and risk 
management matters. 

Reb D. Wheeler

Partner, New York
rwheeler@mayerbrown.com
+1 212 506 2414
Reb Wheeler leads our Corporate & Securities practice in New York. He is a transactional 
attorney and corporate adviser whose practice is focused on mergers and acquisitions, joint 
ventures and corporate governance. Reb has considerable experience advising buyers, sellers, 
target companies and investors in transactions involving financial institutions and businesses 
of all kinds, including registered investment advisors, banks, trust companies, and broker-
dealers. His financial institution M&A experience includes numerous acquisitions and 
divestures of asset management businesses, as well as high-profile public bank holding 
company deals.

https://www.mayerbrown.com/en/people/k/kaplan-steven-m?tab=overview
mailto:skaplan@mayerbrown.com
https://www.mayerbrown.com/en/people/m/martha-mcgarry?tab=overview
https://www.mayerbrown.com/en/people/m/martha-mcgarry?tab=overview
mailto:mmcgarry@mayerbrown.com
https://www.mayerbrown.com/en/people/n/noreuil-andrew-j?tab=overview
mailto:anoreuil@mayerbrown.com
https://www.mayerbrown.com/en/people/p/pryor-lauren-b?tab=overview
mailto:lpryor@mayerbrown.com
https://www.mayerbrown.com/en/people/t/taft-jeffrey-p?tab=overview
mailto:jtaft@mayerbrown.com
https://www.mayerbrown.com/en/people/w/wheeler-reb-d?tab=overview
mailto:rwheeler@mayerbrown.com


|

About Mayer Brown

PALO ALTO
LOS ANGELES
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SÃO PAULO* RIO DE JANEIRO*
VITÓRIA*

SALT LAKE CITY

With extensive reach across 
four continents, we are the 
only integrated law firm in 
the world with approximately 
200 lawyers in each of the 
world’s three largest financial 
centers—New York, London 
and Hong Kong—the 
backbone of the global 
economy. 27

Offices Lawyers

+1800
Languages
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