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Ecolabels - Representative Examples

The following tables set out representative examples of ecolabels in the following categories:

1. National multi-criteria ecolabels;
2. Private multi-criteria ecolabels;
3. Carbon labels; and

4. Other single issue / industry specific ecolabels.

1. NATIONAL MULTI-CRITERIA ECOLABELS

Predominantly type 1 ecolabels, the first national ecolabel, i.e. ecolabel created by or in collaboration with a
country’s government, was Germany's Blue Angel, created in 1978. Since then, countries around the world have
created their own, with varying levels of uptake.
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/index_en.htm
https://www.blauer-engel.de/en/our-label-environment
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http://www.ecolabelindex.com/ecolabel/environmentally-friendly-label-croatia
http://www.ekoznacka.cz/
https://www.aenor.es/aenor/inicio/home/home.asp
https://www20.gencat.cat/portal/site/OVTE/menuitem.a2d16f71d01ae7dc6e4a83bdb0c0e1a0/?vgnextoid=58a7f4fb122e3210VgnVCM1000008d0c1e0aRCRD&vgnextchannel=58a7f4fb122e3210VgnVCM1000008d0c1e0aRCRD&vgnextfmt=detall&contentid=45085f79af373210VgnVCM1000008d0c1e0aRCRD
http://okocimke.kvvm.hu/public_eng/
http://www.sazp.sk/public/index/index.php
https://www.ecolabel.org.ua/
http://www.marque-nf.com/Default.asp?lang=English
http://www.nordic-ecolabel.org/
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Milieukeur

Ecologo

Qualidad Ambi-
enta

China
Environmental
Labelling Scheme

Green Label
Scheme

Ecomark

Green Label

National label
certifying low
environmental
impacts

1988 launched
national label
certifying low
environmental
impacts now
maintained

by a private
organisation

1993 ecolabel
created by non-
government
association in
collaboration

with the Brazilian
government.
Based on life-cycle
assessments

National label
certifying low
environmental
impacts launched
in 1993

Established in
2000 - national
scheme certifying
low environmental
impacts managed
by the non-
government body
Green Council

1991 launched
national label
certifying low
environmental
impacts. Draft
criteria for new
categories are
opened for public

consultation

1993 launched
national label
certifying low
environmental
impacts managed
by Standards
Institute of Israel

Various products
including
agricultural

Various products
and services

Various products
and services

Various products
and services

Various products
and services

Various products
and services
including food

Various products
and services

Netherlands

Canada

Brazil

China

Hong Kong

India

Israel

Netherlands

Canada

Brazil

China

Hong Kong

India

Israel



http://www.smk.nl/nl/s357/SMK/Programma-s/Milieukeur/c324-Milieukeur
http://www.environmentalchoice.ca/
http://www.abnt.org.br/
http://www.mepcec.com/
http://www.greencouncil.org/
http://www.cpcb.nic.in/eco-scheme/
http://www.sii.org.il/14-he/SII.aspx

The Eco Mark

Green Choice Phil-
ippines

Green Label Singa-
pore

Eco-Label

Green Mark

Green Label

Environmental
Choice - Australia

Environmental
Choice - New
Zealand

1989 launched
national label
implemented
and managed
by the Japanese
Environmental
Association

2001 launched
national ecolabel
managed by the
independent
Clean and Green
Foundation Inc.

1992 launched
national label
managed by a
non-governmental
organisation —
the Singapore
Environmental
Council. Draft
criteria for
categories
opened for public

consultation

1992 launched
ecolabel managed
by Korea
Environmental
Labelling
Association.

Based on life-cycle
assessments

1992 launched
national ecolabel
certifying low
environmental
impact

1994 launched
national ecolabel
certifying low
environmental
impact.

2001 launched
national ecolabel.
Re-attempt after
the first launch

of Environmental
Choice in 1992

1992 launched
national ecolabel,
managed by
independent
New Zealand
Ecolabelling Trust
since 2002

Various products
and services,
particularly
construction

Various products
and services

Various products
and services

165 product
categories

Various products
and services

Various products,
mostly construction
and office.

Various products
and services

Various products
and services

Japan

Philippines

Singapore

South Korea

Taiwan

Thailand

Australia

New Zealand

Japan

Philippines

Singapore

South Korea

Taiwan

Thailand

Australia

New Zealand



https://www.ecomark.jp/english/
https://pcepsdi.org.ph/
http://www.sec.org.sg/
http://www.globalecolabelling.net/members_associates/korea/index.htm
http://greenliving.epa.gov.tw/GreenLife/eng/E-GreenMark.aspx
http://www.tei.or.th/greenlabel/
http://www.geca.org.au/
http://www.environmentalchoice.org.nz/

2. PRIVATE MULTI-CRITERIA ECOLABELS

Notably, the US does not have a national ecolabel. The two ecolabels listed below have, however, seen similar

uptake.

Label (link)

Certification

Description

Products

Use area

crodietocradie

Cradle to Cradle
Certification

Green Seal

3. CARBON LABELS
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Carbon Trust

Climatop

Carbon Reduction
Institute

Detailed appraisal of
products throughout
their lifecycle.
Similarities can be
found to both type 1
and type 3 labels.

Independent non-
profit type 1 label
launched in 1989.
Similar to most
national eco-labels
in design and
application.

Various labels
including: reducing
carbon, low carbon,
carbon neutral and
carbon measured

Certifies a product’s
better-than-average
carbon footprint

Life cycle assessment
based carbon neutral
labels.

Carbon neutral label
for products, NoCO2
and low CO2 labels

for businesses

Wide range USA
of consumer

and some

construction and

interiors products

Range of USA
products and
services

Primarily aimed
at consumers
but can include
construction
companies and
products

Primarily aimed
at consumers,
but can include
construction
products

Businesses
or individual
products and
services.

Switzerland

Australia

International

International

International

Switzerland

International



http://www.c2ccertified.org/
http://www.greenseal.org/
http://www.carbon-label.com/
http://www.ecolabelindex.com/ecolabel/climatop
https://noco2.com.au/noco2-business-certification/lowco2-standard/
https://noco2.com.au/noco2-business-certification/certified-products/

CarbonCare Recognises three Businesses Germany International

steps: measuring,
reducing and
offsetting, as
indicated by the
number of leaves.
First time applicants
require a verified
carbon audit report
in accordance with
the CarbonCare
Label Protocol, a
carbon footprint
management plan
and a declaration
of a minimum 5%
carbon reduction
commitment

CarbonFree Life-cycle assessment =~ Aimed at us International
based carbon offset businesses
certification

Carbon Neutral Certifies a business Aimed at us International
has offset their businesses

Scope 1 and 2
carbon footprint (i.e.
carbon credits)

N.B. A number of businesses do not use a particular certification, instead stating the CO2 per
kilogram on their products. There are a number of companies, such as CarbonCloud, which can
assist in calculating these figures.



https://www.carboncare.org/en/
http://www.ecolabelindex.com/ecolabel/carbonfree-certified
http://www.ecolabelindex.com/ecolabel/carbon-neutral-certification
http://www.carboncloud.com/

4. OTHER SINGLE ISSUE / INDUSTRY SPECIFIC ECOLABELS
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BRE Certified
Enviromental
Profile

British Allergy
Foundation Seal
of Approval

CertiPUR

eco-INSTITUT

Energy Saving
Recommended

EU Energy

Eurofins Indoor
Air Comfort

Forest
Stewardship
Council (FSC)
Chain of Custody
Certification

GreenGuard

The UK's only
construction
materials
certification
scheme

Medical charity
providing
information and
support to allergy
sufferers

PUR industry-cre-
ated label. Cer-
tifies the content
of PUR used in
construction and
furniture

Measures and
certifies lower
than average
hazardous
contents and
emissions

Certifies energy-
saving appliances
and materials

Obligatory energy
performance
rating label

Certifies low VOC
emissions

Independent
certification of
timber chain of
custody

Certifies products
for low chemical
emissions

Construction
products

Interior
furnishing eg
carpeting,
bedding etc.

Polyurethane
foam

Building
products and
furniture

Appliances,
windows,
insulation

Domestic
appliances

Construction
products and
furniture

Timber

Building
products
finishes and
furnishing

UK

Belgium

Germany

UK

EC

Germany

International

USA

International

UK

Europe

International

UK

Europe

Europe

International

International



http://www.bre.co.uk/page.jsp?id=53
http://www.allergyuk.org/
http://www.europur.com/index.php?page=certipur
http://www.eco-institut.de/en/home/
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/
http://www.energy.eu/focus/energy-label.php
http://www.eurofins.com/product-testing-services/information/ecolabels,-quality-labels/indoor-air-comfort-eurofins-certified-products.aspx
http://www.fsc.org/
http://www.greenguard.org/

Label (link)

L}
natureplus

Certification

Natureplus

OkoControl

Programme for
the Endorsement
of Forest
Certification
schemes (PEFC)

SCS FloorScore

Waterwise

Description

Certifies high
recycled

content (85%)

or renewable
materials and low
emissions

Certifies use
of sustainable
materials

The timber
industry’s own
endorsement
of national
certification
schemes

US flooring
industry’s own
certification
scheme of
low chemical
emissions

Certification of
efficient water
appliances

Products

Construction
products

Furniture, bed-

ding etc

Timber

Hard flooring

Water appli-
ances

Germany

Germany

Switzerland

USA

UK

Use area

Europe

Austria/Germany

International

International

UK
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http://www.natureplus.org/
http://www.oekocontrol.com/
http://www.pefc.org/
http://www.scscertified.com/gbc/floorscore.php
http://www.waterwise.org.uk/

