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High Court confirms landmark CJEU ruling on Premier League
copyrights, overturns Portsmouth landlady’s criminal convictions
The High Court has confirmed the recent landmark
decision of the Court of Justice of the European Union
(CJEU) and allowed the appeal of Karen Murphy, the
Portsmouth landlady who was convicted of two
offences under section 297(1) of the Copyright, Designs
and Patents Act 1988 (CDPA), of fraudulently receiving
Premier League broadcasts by using a Greek decoder
card, to show live football matches in her pub.
Karen Murphy v Media Protection Services Limited
(24 February 2012)

•

To the extent Premier League broadcasts contain
copyright works, publicans may be infringing the
rights of the FAPL when they screen live matches in
their pubs using decoder cards imported from other
Member States into the UK without the FAPL’s
permission. Examples of copyright works that
would result in infringement include the Premier
League anthem, highlights sequences and on-screen
graphics and logos.

•

Companies supplying decoder cards to publicans
are authorising infringement of those works, to
the extent that any infringement occurs and will
therefore also be liable for damages and injunctions
imposed by the courts.

•

The High Court confirmed the CJEU’s decision
from October 2011 that contractual provisions
prohibiting the sale of decoder cards from one
Member State into another are void as they
constitute a restriction on trade in breach of Article
101 TFEU (previously Article 81 EC).

The High Court quashed Mrs Murphy’s convictions
because the CJEU has held that:
1.

The decoder cards in question were not “illicit
devices” for the purposes of Directive 98/84/EC
(the Conditional Access Directive), which has been
implemented into UK law under s297 of the CDPA.

2. National law cannot prevent individuals from
importing non-illicit decoder cards into a territory
outside of the Member State in which the card
was issued as this constitutes a restriction on the
freedom to provide services that is prohibited by
Article 56 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union (TFEU).
This decision will be of particular interest to rights
holders that license their rights territorially.

Legal background
This is one of a pair of UK cases that referred questions
of European Community law to the CJEU. Those
questions were jointly ruled upon by the CJEU in 2011
and analysis of the CJEU’s decision can be found in our
Legal Update of October 2011.
The High Court has now applied the CJEU’s decision to
both cases. As discussed in our recent Legal Update of
February 2012, in FAPL Ltd and others v QC Leisure and
others, the second of the two cases in question, the High
Court ruled that:

Summary and implications
The use of imported decoder cards in the UK cannot be
prevented by s297 of the CDPA. Similarly, contractual
provisions that prohibit the supply of decoder cards
from one Member State to another are void as they too
fall foul of European law. Rights holders who have
licensed rights on the basis of such provisions may need
to reconsider their current and future contractual
arrangements.
The FAPL can, however, rely on its copyright in the
parts of the broadcasts containing copyright works to
bring actions against publicans using decoder cards
imported from other Member States (as well as the
companies supplying those devices) to show live
matches without authorisation.

The European Commission has announced that in 2012
it will report on the implications of the CJEU ruling and
table proposals to create “a legal framework for the
collective management of copyright, with a view to
enabling multi-territory and pan-European licensing”.
If you would like more information about this subject
please contact:
Mark Prinsley
Partner
T: +44 20 3130 3900
E: mprinsley@mayerbrown.com
Gillian Sproul
Partner
T: +44 20 3130 3313
E: gsproul@mayerbrown.com

Mayer Brown is a global legal services organisation advising many of the world’s largest companies, including a significant portion of the
Fortune 100, FTSE 100, DAX and Hang Seng Index companies and more than half of the world’s largest banks. Our legal services include
banking and finance; corporate and securities; litigation and dispute resolution; antitrust and competition; US Supreme Court and appellate
matters; employment and benefits; environmental; financial services regulatory & enforcement; government and global trade; intellectual
property; real estate; tax; restructuring, bankruptcy and insolvency; and wealth management.
OFFICE LOCATIONS AMERICAS: Charlotte, Chicago, Houston, Los Angeles, New York, Palo Alto, Washington DC
ASIA: Bangkok, Beijing, Guangzhou, Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Singapore
EUROPE: Brussels, Düsseldorf, Frankfurt, London, Paris
TAUIL & CHEQUER ADVOGADOS in association with Mayer Brown LLP: São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro
ALLIANCE LAW FIRM: Spain (Ramón & Cajal)
Please visit our web site for comprehensive contact information for all Mayer Brown offices. www.mayerbrown.com
Mayer Brown is a global legal services provider comprising legal practices that are separate entities (the “Mayer Brown Practices”). The Mayer Brown Practices are: Mayer Brown LLP and Mayer
Brown Europe–Brussels LLP, both limited liability partnerships established in Illinois USA; Mayer Brown International LLP, a limited liability partnership incorporated in England and Wales
(authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority and registered in England and Wales number OC 303359); Mayer Brown, a SELAS established in France; Mayer Brown JSM, a Hong
Kong partnership and its associated entities in Asia; and Tauil & Chequer Advogados, a Brazilian law partnership with which Mayer Brown is associated. “Mayer Brown” and the Mayer Brown logo are
the trademarks of the Mayer Brown Practices in their respective jurisdictions.
© 2012. The Mayer Brown Practices. All rights reserved.

0321ipt
February 2012

XXXX

