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regulations are needed to implement this. It’s easier to issue guidance documents rather than new regulations.

Given the regulatory mechanisms that each of the agencies has in place, if there is no need for more  

regulation then it just creates an extra bureaucratic headache.

Now, if Congress legislates one way or another then the agencies would have to see how they’d have to apply  

the new law.

AD: And where the s tates  are t ry ing to get  a p iece of the ac t ion?

STRUNK: On a state-by-state basis, it's hard to put in place labeling requirements that are different or in  

addition to what the federal authorities require on USDA products compared with FDA products, because of  

USDA's pre-approval process. And once USDA makes a decision on labeling cell-based meat proteins, the  

states really have to go with what FSIS puts on the label.

The cell-based meat sector still has a lot of challenges. The product isn't even in the marketplace yet. It  

remains to be seen whether the texture and taste pass muster with consumers. In fact, there’s a lot that has  

yet to be seen.
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